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it at Kiſlinchie in Ireland, next at Stranrawer, and 
thereafter at Ancrum in Scotland, and laſt at Rotterdam 
1 in Holland. | EF 


ene ſeveral 8 of the Divine 5 
manifeſted to him in the ſereral Occurrences thereof. 


Written by bimfelf, during his Baniſhment ” the Cauſe 
of CHRIST. 
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Iv Father was Mr. William Livingflon, firſt mi- 


niſter at Moambroch, where he centred in the 
Year 1600, and thereafter was tranſported a- 


bout the Vear 1614, to be miniſter at Lanerk, where he 
died in the Year 1641, being 65 Years old. His Father 
was Mr. Alexander Living ſton, alſo at Monybroch, who 
was 2 near relation to the Houſe of Calender. His Father 


was killed at Pinkiefield, Anno 1547, being a ſoldier of 


my Lord Livingſton s Regiment, who thereafter was dig- Z 


nified to be Earl of Linlithgow. My Father was ſtraight 


and zealous in the work of Reformation, and for his non- 
ſubmiſſion to the Canons and Ceremonies; was depoſed and 


deprived of his 3 boch at n and alſo at 


. = 


My mother was Agnes Living ſton, daughter of Alex - 


ander Livingſton Portioner of ( of the houſe of Du-- 

nipace, ſhe was a rare Pattern of Godlineſs and-virtue., - 
She died in the-year- 1617, being about 32 years of age. 
She left 3 ſons and 4 daughters. I was nn in Monyoroch, Be 


in Stirling ire the 21 of une 2603. 
ned It 


| The fil period of my life, I reckon _ my birth + to 


the day I ſirſt preached in publick, which was in Zanuary' 


2d 1625. Haring at home learned to read and write; I 


was fent in the year 1613 to Stirling to a Latin ſchool, 


with Mr. William Wallace a good man and a learned hu- 


manity-ſchoolmaſter ; where I ſtaid till ſummer 1617, at 
which time I was. ſent for, to be preſent with my mother 
n Aying. 
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OE The fame as Kilgth. 


Onsobe- 19 ub 2 FA to the Cn: of cue 
gew. 13 yours bb pafiect dine of ArcyJup, 
T6231... After that L ſtayed in my father's. in Lenerk tilt 
began to preach. During — time I obſerved the Lord's 
great goodneſs, that I was born of ſoch parents, who taught 
me ſomewhat of God fo ſoon as I was capable to underſtand 
any thing; I had great fears about my ſalvation, mh W 
but very young; 1 had the advantage of the acquaintance 
and example of many gracious Chriſtians, who uſed to reſon 
to my father 's houſt. ally at communion-occafions: 
ſuch as Mr. Robert Bruce, and ſeveral other godly mimi - 
ſters, the rare Coumteſs of Al igun, lady Lilia Graban, 
who allo at my baptiſm deſired my name, berauſe her father, 
ner husband and eldeſt fon were: all of: that name; the lac 
Cure, the lady Barnton, and fundry others. It is 1 
markable, that Mr. IVilliam Wallace: came. but: a ſhon 
while to Stir{/ng-before I wasſent thither to ſchool; and the 
year after I left: the ſchool, he alſo lauft tat charge: Like- 
wit worthy: Mr. Nobert Boyd of Thrachridae; was but 
lately come from Samer in France,. to be Principal in the 
College of Glaſgow when E went: thither, and went from 
the College the. year. aſter I leſt it. The while I was in 
Stirling, Mr. Patrick Simpſon was miniſter there, a man 
learned, godly and very faithful in the cauſe of God; and 
ia Glaſgow, I heard Mr. Jahn Bell: x grave ſerious man, 
and Mr. Rabert Scot, who alſo was once depoſed: for op- 
poling the corruptions of the time, The firlt year 1 went 
to Stirling ſchool I peofited not much, and was often 
beaten by the Schoolmaſter, and it happened that one day, 
when he had beaten me on the check with a ſtick, ſo that 
it ſwelled, that ame day my Father came occaſionally to 
town, and ſeeing; my face ſwoln chode with the _ 
that he had a chief hand to bring him to that place, and 
ſhould he uſe me ſo? the maſter promiſed to forbear beating 
of me, and I profited a great deal more in my learning after 
that; and when about September 16 16. J with the reſt of | 
my equals, had gone through all the Latin and Greek that 
was taught in the ſchool, and fo were ready to go to the 
college, and wy Lach came to W 1 vie = 
end; 
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the maſter. baving hopes of my. proficiency, 
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be: Bi ar a Regent college, and for that end, a place being 
n WW vacant.in. the college of G/a/gow,. I ſtudied hard and pre- 
n pared to diſpute for the place, but when the time came I 
an heard that one without any difpute was placed. Becauſe in 


nd 


the. winter of my laſt year at the college, I had been long 
detained under phyſicians or chirurgeons with a fiſtula. in my; 
leg, in which time Mr. Robert Boyd had taught the reſt im 
my claſs ſome Hebrew; being grieved at chat laſs, I began, 
in my father's houſe: by my private ſtudy / to aitain to ſome; 
knowledge of the Hebrew, which thereafter by time I. 


at ſomewhat encreaſet. ou 

to do not. remember. the time or means particularly, 
r BY whereby. the Lord at firſt wrought upon my heart; when I; 
id WF was: but very young I would ſometimes pray with ſome: 


feeling, and read: the word with delight; but thereafter! 
did often intermit any ſuch exerciſe; I would have: ſome; 


ol Wl challenges and begin, and again intermit · I remember the 
at WF firſt time that ever I. communicated at the Lord's table 
e was in Stirling, when I was at ſchool, where ſitting-at-the: 
" table, and Mr. Patrick Simpſon exherting * 12 
ri 


> 62) ND 
iſtibation,” e CEL NOI me that al 
ray holly icy yet thereafter the fear ai — 
got ſome comfort and affurance. I had no 
miſtry, till a year or more after 1 had 
. and that upon this oct. 
| T had a bent deſire to give myſelf to the knowledge 
bf mi 8 — 
—— and propounded it to ther, 1 
mi e e For he refuſed the ame. * 
AI my mac = Mr time, 2 — — Fond 
purchaſed in the pariſh onybroch, the rig 
whereof were taken in my name, and that land by il 
neighbours ar bi g 6 manner [id g. and Sir William 
——— th one of the lords of ſeſſion, being very 
t land, that he might build a burgh of 
| — — — at — my father pro that 1 
ſhould go and dwelt on: that land and t finding that 
0 would divert me from all ſtudy of learning, I re- 
fuſed chat offer; and rather agreed to the ſelling of it, altho'' 
T-was-not yet major to ratify the fale. Now being in theſe: 
ſtraits I reſolved, that I would ſpend a day my alone before 
God, and knowing of a ſecret cave on the fouth-fide of 
Monſeouiter, a little above the houſe of Zerviſwood, over 
againſt Clegorn- wood, I went thither, and after many to's 
and fro's, and much confuſion, and fear about the ſtate of 
m ſoul, I thought it was made out to me, that Tbehoved 
to preach Chi Feſiu, which if I did not, I ſhonld have 
no aſſurance of ſalvation. Upon this I laid afide all thoughts 
of France, and medicine, and land, and betook me to the 
_ ſtudy of divinity. 


1 was from my infaney bred with an averſion to epiſcopacy 
and ceremonies, While I was in the college of Glaſgow 
in the year 1619, being as I think, the firſt year that 
kneeling at the communion was brought i in there, I being 
with two or three more of the young men at the college, 
ſet down among the people at the table, and Mr. James 
Lu the pretended biſhop of Glaſgow coming to celebrate 
the communion, he urged all the people to fall down and 

n ſome did ſo, we ſat ll; he came to us commanding 
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d to kneel or to 
poſe; That there. auat no warrant for tneeling, and for 


r » 5. 5.4 4: 


depart : ſomewhat 1 ſpoke to him, but 
emembe perfectly what I faid; it was to this pur- 


* 
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"want of it, we ought not to be excommunicated from the 
| table of the Lord. He canſed ſome of the people about 
us to riſe that we might have place to remove, which we 

did; Phe next day the Principal Mr. Robert Boyd called 


ate the communion at Govar, for he was miniſter at 


Groan, and deſired me chat whom I knew to be well af- 


ſected of the young men of the college, I would bring with 


me to him; altho he was a man of a ſour-like diſpoſition 
and carriage, I always found him ſo kind and familiar as 


made me wonder: ſometimes he would call me wich other 
three or four, and lay down books before us, and have us 
fing tunes of muſick, wherein he took great delight. The 


firſt, Chriſtian acquaintance and ſociety whereby I got any 


benefit, was with a religious gentleman William Cunningham 
tutor of Bonytoun, who uſed to be oft at my father's houſe; 
| ſeveral times he and John Hier of Stockbridges,. Alexander 
| Tenant , James, Wier ,. George Matthew, and David _ 
. Matthew, who were Packmen, would meet in my chamber 
in Lazerk, where we uſed to ſpend ſome time in conference 
and prayer. ; N 
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The ſecond period of my life, I reckon from the time 1 
preached in publick, till the time I was ſettled in the miniſtry 
in Aillinchie in Ireland, for having begun to preach in 


January 1625, I continued in my father's houſe in Lanert, 
and for the ſpace of an year and an half or ſome more, I 


ſtudied there, and preached ſometimes there, and ſometimes 
in neighbouring kirks, during which time I wrote all my 
ſermons before I preached them word by word, till one day 
| being to preach after the communion of Puodguan, and 
having in readineſs only a ſermon which I had preached one 
day before in another kirk, and percciving ſeverals to be 

at Puodguan, who had been at the other kirk, I reſolved 

to chuſe a new text, and having but little time, wrote anly 


i ſome dotes of. the heads I Was to dehver, yet I found at >, 


that 


— dank rw 25 ˙ „1 AA oe „„ 2 
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und more motion in my own heart, than ever Thad fouy 4 
—— r chat 1 n bat ai * 


"bot eh I686 was fant foriby noydord. — 
come t Gal/pwvay, in reference to a call to the * 
Aorwoth, which at that time was not u pariſn by itfelf 

a part of another, neither had a church builded; _ 
gland before Auguſt next, to have it disjoined, a church 

- built, and a ftipend ſertled, and deſired that T would ty 
_ . there in the mean time: I was not willing wiſhy a 

time, A WILT EAI inthe 
performed before, uf, that 

ziercumo; 1 


or 


-cherefoie infharveſt Ert 1 earned m u dull e Torph;cher, 
bur thereafter the Lord provided a great deal better for 
them, for they got that worthy ſervant of Jeſus Chil 
Mr. Samuel Rutherford, whoſe praiſe is in all the reformed 
Churches; and I obſerved afterwards, that ſeveral pariſhes 
-whereums I had a motion of a call were inted, either 
dy obſtraction from the , or thereafter by the general 
#ſembly's refuſing to tranſport: yet theſe pariſhes were far 
better provided; — Jp got Mr. David | Forreſt, Kir. 
. addy got Mr. Robert „Glase got precious Mt. 
James Dutham ; — 4 Ireland TD HArehibald 
.\Ferguſen, Newton there got Mr. John Greg, and Kil- 
Linchie there got Mr. Michael Bruce, The ſhort time 
1 was in Callaway I got acquaintance with my lord Ren- 
mur and his religious lady, and ſeveral worthy experienced 
-chriftians, as Alexander Gordon of Earifloun, Alexander 
Gordon of Knockgray, Alexander Gordon of Knookbrect, 
John his brother, and Alexander Gordon of Garter, 
John Gordon of Barſkeoch, the laird of Gareltoun, Tuller- 
toun, John Madam and Chriflian Mfadam of Waterhead, 
Marion Minaught in Kirkudbright, and ſeveral others; 
for I preached at a communion in Borgue, where were 
ma good people chat ane ot of * and * 
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Hanna, who there after was intruded upon that poor people; 


- ” 


n Garlark, and in the Aird, where Eari/ioug then 
We aut ones eee 

In harveſt 1626 I was deſited by my lord Torphichen, 
to come to his houſe in Calder, and being deſired by the 
aged miniſter of Torphiebon, to preach there; after tuo 
or three weeks, tlie pretlytery of Linlithgow kept a vi- 
ſtation in that church, where I got a joint call by the 
pariſh and precbytery, and the old miniſter; and by my 
lord Torphichen patron of the pariſh and maſter of the 
land, to be miniſter there: + The old miniſter died within 
a month or two; I preached there'a whole year, and 
found ſeveral times the Lord's preſence with me in preach- 
ing, otherways than I had found before. Means were 
uſed by the pariſh and the lord Torphichen, that I might 
be ordained. © The precbytery, altho' ſome of them were 


| but corrupt men, ſhewed themſclves willing chereunto: 


but Mr. Jobn Spot/avood pretended biſhop of St: Andrews 
ſtopped all becauſe of pgs — ; and when the 
earl of Linlithgow, lord Torphiehen and ſome others, dealt 
with him on my behalf, (for even at that time ſome few by 
moyen, were ſuffered to enter into the miniſtry without 
conformity) he pretended that notwithſtanding of my non- 
conformity, hay ſhould” not ' hinder my entrance in ſome 
other place i but that was ptomiſed'r&' one Mr: — | 


and the report went, that either Mr. George, of his brother 


Mr: James, had given the biſhop; or ſome about him; 5 _ + 


merks Scots, to pet that place. This oppoſition and fear 
of diſappointment, made the people more deſirous to hear 
the word; and this defire to hear; I thought made; that 
the Lord furniſhed the more to be preached to them, eſ- 
pecially toward the end: for, about October 1627, the 
presbytery of  Linlithgow wrote to me, to deſiſt from 
preaching any more at Torphichen, and 4 ſannd the two | 
or three laſt Sabbaths I preached there, the ſweeteſt Sab- 


baths, akho* forrowful, that 1 had ſee in that place, 


When I was thus forced to leave 761phichen, and was 
teſolyed to return to my father's bouſe in Lanert, and had 
= 5 only 


(I 3 
in Fallirt, being anxious about the. caſe of Torphichen, 
and my own want of imployment, when I had ſent away 
before me to Lanerk the boy that waited: on me and key 
my horſe, being minded within half an hour to follow, 
got letters from the counteſs of Wigtoun from Cumbernauli 
(that was {ix miles diſtant)defiring that I would come thither 
to be prefent with her mother the counteſs of: Linlithgey 
Who was a-dying, and had been all her days a Papiſt, but 
ſome while before had deſerted that religion. When 1 
came chither, the carl of //igt:oun and ſhe propounded, 
That (ſeeing their houſe: was fix; miles from their parilh 
church, and ſeveral of their tenants might come to hex 
ſermon in their houſe; and that it was but 10 or 12 miles 
diſtant from Torphichen,” and ſo ſome of them alſo might 
come) I would ftay with them, and, at leaſt in the 
winter-tune, preach in the hall of Cumbernauld to the 
family and ſuch as came, until other occaſion of imployment 
offered: whereunto I condeſcended, Thus until Aug 
1630, at which time I Went to /reland; 1 continued more 
than two years and a half moſt part in the houſe of the 
carl of IVigteun, and ſometimes,wih my father in Laneri. 
Moſt part of theſe ſummers I was travelling from place to 
place, according as I got, invitations to pregch, and eſpeci- 
ally at communions in Lanert, Irvine, New-milns, Kin- 
nel, Culroſt, Larber, and the Shots, and ſeveral other 
places: I preached ſometimes alſo. at Glase for: Mr. 
Robert Scot. He died the 28 of January 1629. I was 
with him ſeveral times on his death-bed. One time in 
preſence of many, {peaking of the biſhops and ceremonies, 
he ſaid, Their wicked and corrupt courſes my ſoul ab- 
horrs, and my comfort is that God hath withheld me from 
them; if God lengthen my days, I ſhall not be ſo ſparing 
as I have been: to gain caſe I have diſhonoured God:“ 
and a little before his death, having lain ſome while in a 
kind of trance, he awaked, and taking off his night · cap, 
threw it to the bed- foot, and cryed out, I have now 
ſeen the Lord, and heard him ſay, —— Make way for 
y faithful ſervant Mr. Robert Scot.” And after a ſhort 


” 


while he died. . The 
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1 ue pariſh of Shots bordered on the pariſtrof Torphicher, - 1 
| where they ſometimes reſorted, and I was ſeveral times - Bl 

invited by Mr. John Hance miniſter of Shots to preach "i 

xt chere. In that place I uſed to find more liberty in preaching 

„ian elſewhere; yea, the only day in all my life wherein 

% I found moſt of the preſence of God in preaching, was o 

a Monday after the communion, preaching in the church- 

yard of Shots, June 21. 1630: The night before, I had 

been with ſome chriſtians, who ſpent the night in prayer 

and conferen When I was alone in the fields about 8 

of 9 of the clock in the morning, before we were to go to 

ſermon, there came ſuch a miſgiving of ſpirit upon me, 

conſidering my unworthineſs and weakneſs, and the multi- 

tude and expectation of the people, that I was conſulting with 

myſelf to have ſtolen away ſomewhere, and de ined that 

day's preaching, but that I thought I durſt not ſo far diſtruſt 

God, and fo went to ſermon, and got good aſſiſtance about 

an hour and a half upon the points which I had meditated on 

Ezek. XxXVi. 25, 26. Then will I ſprinkle clean water 

upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all your filthineſs, and 

trom all your idols will I cleanſe you. A new heart alſo 

will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you, and = 

I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, ; and I will 

give you an heart of fleſn: And in the end, offering to cloſe 

with ſome. words of exhortation, I was led on about an 

hour's time, in a ſtrain of exhortation and warning, with 

ſuch liberty and melting of heart, as I never had the like 

in publick all my life-time. Some little of that ſtamp remained 

on the Thurſday after when I preached in Azhnarnock; but 

che very Monday following, preaching in Irvine, I was 

ſo deſerted, that the points I had mediated and written, q 

and had them fully in my memory, I was not for my heart 

able to get them pronounced. So it pleaſed the Lord to 

counterballance his dealings, and hide pride from man. 

This ſo diſcouraged me, that I was upon reſolution for 

ſome time, not to preach, at leaſt not in Irvine; but Mr. 

David Dickſon would not ſuffer me to go from thence till! 

1 preached the next Sabbath, To get (as he expreſſed i): © 
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amendi of the devil : and Fo I dagen und preached yig 


Iome tolerable freedom. 


Buy reaſon of this going from place to place, f in fame 
time, I got acquaintance with many of the godly and able 
miniſters and profeſſors of GH which proved to me 
a great advantage. The miniſters "chiefly were, Meſſy 
Kober Bruce, — had been miniſter in Edinburgh, Joly 
Scrimgeour, who had been at Kinghorn, Zobn Chalmer, 
of Aucbterdean, John Dykes of Anftruther, William Seit 
of Cooper, Alexander Henderſon of Tenchart, Jobn Roy 
of Carnoct, John Ker of Preflonhans; James G rep of 
WNew-milns, Jobn Ferguſhil of . Robert Scot of 
CG laſgow, James Ingles of Dalzel, and ſome others; an 
of profeſſors, Millan Rigg of Atbernie, the lairds «f 
Halbill, Creſibill, . Gefſnock, and 
Rowallen, Fohn Stuart provoſt of Air, William Roger 
merchant there, Fohn Mein merchant in E dinburgh, Jin 
Hamilton apothecary there, James Murray writer there, 
the counteſſes of Eglintoun, and Loaudon, the ladies Bi 
Robertland, Culroſs her liter,. Momwhainy, Halhill, Rai 
Innertail, and many —_— ; the memory of whom is very 
precious and refreſhing. I got not much read, nor am 
ſettled ſtudy followed. all that time; only ſome touches 
here and there of ſundry both ancient and modern divine, 
Thoſe whereby I profited moſt were the ſermons of Mr. 


Robert Rollack,. Mr. Robert Bruce, Mr. Jo. Welſh, and 
Mr. David Dick/on, whom 1 thought of all that I had 
read, breathed moſt of the Spirit of God, were belt affected, 


and moſt clear, plain and powerful : Several of Mr. Ao 
tert Rollact's ſermons are in print; J got in loan from Jr 
Stuart in Air, a large book of ſermons of Mr. Welſh's, in 


| Which are almoſt nothing butunfolding of the inward exer- 


ciſe of a chriſtian. Mr. Robert Bruce I ſeveral times heard, 
and in my opinion never man ſpake with greater power 
fince the Apoſtles days; there are five or ſix of his ſermons 
printed; but the chief that I ſaw, were ſome written 


preachings of his which I got from my father: and Mr. 
ms Dictſen J often heard, and borrowed from Gro | 
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of his written ſermons. Pry motians were 


made of calls to churches during this time; as to Linlitb- 


„Meril-Lieth and Kirkaldy, in which my dee 

Ss 1 23188 reference 10 A _ but 

nen by the Biſhops 
* PERIOD UI. ü 

+, The third period of my life, from the time Lentred to 
in Killinchie in Ireland, till I was ſettled 
maailter at Stranrawer | mn Galloway 1633. In ſummer 
1730. being in Irvine, Mr. Robert Cunningham miniſter 
at Holywoed in Ireland, and ſome while before that Mr. 
George Dumbar miniſter at Lern in Ireland propounded 
to me, ſeeing there was no appearance I could enter inta 
the miniſtry i in Scotland, whether or not I would be content 
to go to Ireland]? I anſwered them boch, if I got a clear 
call and a free entry, I would not refuſe. About Auguſi 
1630, I got letters from the viſcount Clanmiboy to came 


to Ireland, in reference to a call to X7{linchie, whither 1 


went, and got an unanimous call from the pariſh: and, be- 
cauſe it was needful that I ſhould be ordained to the mi- 
niſtry, and the biſhop of Dow, in whoſe dioceſe Nillinchie 
was, being à corrupt humorous man, and would "a 
ſome engagement; therefore my lord Clanniboy ſent 

with me, and wrote to Mr, Audreuu Knox biſhop of Rapho, 


Who, when I came and had delivered the letters from my 
lord Clanniboy and from the earl of Migtoun and ſome o- 


thers, that-I had for that purpoſe brought aut of Scotland, 


told me he knew my errand, That I came to him be- 


cauſe I had ſcruples againſt. epiſcopacy and ceremonies, 
according as Mr. 7e/tas Welſh and ſoriiffſthers had done 


before; and that he thought his old age was prolonged 


for litde other purpoſe but to do fuch offices: That if I 
ſcrupled to call him My Lord, he cared not much for it; 


all he would deſire of me, becauſe they got there but | 


few ſermons, that I would preach at Ramallen the firſt 


Sabbath,- and that I would ſend for Mr. Cunningham, and 


two or three other neighbouring miniſters to be preſent, 


who after ſermon ſhould give me impoſition of hands; but 
aho' they performed the work, he behored to be preſent; 


and 


us, or coming would not be kad to acknowledge 


. 

and altho' he durſt not anſwer it to the State, he gave we 
the book of ordination, and defired that any thing I fcruple 
-at, I draw a line over it on the margin, and that Mi. 
Cumnin bum ſhould not read it: but I found that it had 
been ſo marked by ſome others before, that I needed na 
mark any thing: ſo the Lord was pleaſed to carry thy 
buſineſs far na any thing that I had thought or almel 
ever deſired. That Winter following I was often in great 
heavineſs, for altho' the people were very tractable, ya 
they were generally very ignorant, and I faw no appearance 
of doing any good among them, yet it pleaſed the Lord 
chat in a ſhort time ſome of them began to underſtand 
ſomewhat of their condition. The biſhop of Doaun had 
an ill eye upon me becauſe I had gone — 44 to receit 
ordination, and at a viſitation at Down, in the Spring 
following, whither I went much againſt my will, but Mr. 
Blair and Mr. Cunningham drew me, ſaying, my ſtaying 
away would procure more trouble. The biſhop aſked me 
in preſence of all the miniſters, what was my judgment 
of the ſervice-book? my anſwer ſo diſpleaſed him, that 
there was ſome, appearance I might ſhortly be cenſured, 
but my lord Clanniboy prevailed with him that I ſhould be 
forborn, the pariſh of * Killinchie being looked upon but 
as a pendiele of another patiſh, viz. 'Killiteach, there 
was never any official court kept in it all the while I was 
there. Not only had we publick worſhip free of any 
inventions of men, but we had alſo a tolerable diſcipline; 
for after I had been ſome while among them, by the 
_ advice of the heads of families, ſome ableſt for that charge 
were choſen cldyrs, to overſee the manners of the reſt, 
and ſome deacons to gather and diſtribute the collections. 
We met every week, and ſuch as fell into notorious publick 

ſcandals, we deſired to come before us, ſuch as came were 
dealt with both in publick and private to confeſs theit 
ſcandal, in preſence of the congregation, at the Saturday's 

ſermon before the communion, which was celebrated twice 
in the year: ſuch as after dealing would not come betore 


thcir fault before the congregation, upon the Saturday 
: | preceeding 
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— the. communion, their names, „ Lebchls and 


were. read out before the congregation, | and 


they kd from the companion ; which proved ſuch a 


terror. that we found very few of that ſort. We needed 
not to have the communion oftner, for there were nine 


or ten pariſhes within the bounds of twenty miles or little 


more, wherein there were godly and able miniſters, at 
kept a ſociety together, and every one of theſe had the 
communion twice a year, at different times, and had two 
or three of the neighbouring miniſters to help thereat, 

and moſt part of the religious 
the communions of the reſt i of the pariſhes. Theſe mi- 
niſters were Meſſrs. Robert Blair at Banger, Robert Cun- 
ningham' at  Holywoed, James Hamilton at Ballywater, 


ple uſed to reſort to 


John Ridge at Antrum, Henry Colwori at old Stow, 
George Dunbar at Lern, Joſias Welſh at Temple-Patrick, 


Andrew Stuart at Dunager: molt of all theſe uſed or- 
dinarily to meet the firſt Friday of every month at Antrum, 
| Where was a great and good congregation, and that day 


vas ſpent in faſting and prayer, and publick preaching : 


commonly two preached every forenoon, and two in the 


afternoon : we uſed to come together the Thurſday's night 
before, and ſtayed the Friday's night after, and conſulted 
about ſack things as concerned the carrying = of the 


work of. God; and theſe meetings amongſt ourſelves, 
wete ſometimes as profitable as either presbyteries or ſneds, | 


and out of theſe parithes now mentioned, and ſome others 


alſo, ſuch as laid religion to kent. uid to conveen to 


thoſe meetings, eſpecially out of the Six-Mi le-Ilater, 
which was neareſt hand, and where was the greateſt num- 
ber of religious people, and frequently the Sabbath after 


the Friday's meeting, the communion was celebrated in 


one or other of theſe pariſhes. Among all theſe miniſters, 


there was never any jar or jealouſy, yea nor amongſt the 


profeſſors, the greateſt; part of them being Scoti, and 
lome good number of very gracious Engliſh; all whoſe 
contention was to prefer others to themſelves, and altho- 


the gifts of the miniſters were much different, yet it was 
not obſerved that the people followed py to the under- 


valuing 
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1 Suchen Mary of de Selige Nudel, b 
Had been both ignorant and prophane, and for debt au ne 
Want, and worſe cauſes, had left Scotland, — 1 
vas pleaſed by his word to work fuch a change. 14 ll « 

not think there were more lively and experienced chriſtam MW þ; 
any where, than were theſe at that time in Ireland, ad 2 
that in good numbers, and ſeveral of them perſons of goa I cc 
doutward. condition in the world; being but lately brought I o. 
in, the lively edge was not yet gone off them, and th: W 
fear chat the yy would away their mi. I 

5 allen, made them with grea — ordinan - þ 
I have known For, py — 1 miles from theit 9 


0 80 walls, to communions to the Saturday s ſermon, aui { 


ſpent the whole Saturday night in ſeveral comparies, o 
ſometimes à miniſter being with them, ſometimes themſelves { 
alone, in conference and prayer, and waited on the publ. f. 

ordinances the whole Sabbath, and ſpent the Sabbath nigh 

| ng yet at the Monday's ſermon were not trouble f 

with-ſleopmels; and fo have not ſlept till they went home, 

8 Becauſe of their holy and e! carriage, they wen 
: reverenced even by the grateleſs multitude amoy 
whom they lived. Some of them had attained ſuch dext- 

| rity of - expreſſing religious purpoſes, by the reſemblane: 

.of worldly things, that — at feaſts and meals in comma 

inns, where were ſome ignorant prophane perſons, thi 

would among themſelves —— a ſpiritual diſeourſe fi 

a long time, and the other profeſſed dat altho' they ſpoke 

good Enpliſh; they could not underſtand what they ſad, 

In thoſe days it was no great. difficulty for a miniſter v 

preach or pray in publiek of private, ſuch was the hung 

of the hearers, and it was hard to judge, whether ther | 
was more of the Lord's e in the publick or private 
meetings. 

Auguſt 24. 1631, the Lord was pleaſed to deliver ne 


Fohn Stuart's houſe in B---+ the room was ſtrawed with 

a great deal of dry ſea-bent; I uſed never after I wi 
_ aſleep to awaken till the morning, yet that night aboi 
one C'of the _— al of the houſe being faſt aſleep, | 


Wakenet 


1 
from a great danger of fire. I lay in a high chamber of 
| 
] 
| 
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wakened peaceably, and thought it had been day, and for 
a little ſpace kept my eyes ſhut, and neither heard any 
noiſe, nor felt any ſmell : but within a little while, opening 
my eyes, I ſaw. the flame of the bent, burning within two 
ells of the bed whereon I lay; for a great fire in the room 


below, making ready the meat for the reapers, had fired 19 


ajoylt of the chimney, the end of the which came into the 
room where I lay. The fire was betwixt me and the door 
of the chamber; I roſe and took my breeches, my bible and 
watch, giving my books and any things elſe I had for 
Joſt; I got out of the door and called up thoſe of the 
houſe. . It pleaſed the Lord, that in a ſhort ſpace they 
got the fire quenched ; whereas in all appearance, had I 
ſlept a quarter of an hour longer, the fire had ſeized 
on the roof of the houſe covered only with ſtraw, and 
ſo, not only houſe and goods but our lives had been con- 
ſumed, r „ 
I got not above a year's quiet miniſtry in Millinchie, 

for in harveſt 1631, Mr. Robert Ecllen biſhop of Down, 
ſuſpended Mr. Blair and me for nonconformity, but the 
occaſion was, that the ſummer before we had been in 
Scotland, and had preached in ſeveral parts, bat eſpecially at 
a communion in the Shots, which procured that the biſhops 
in Scotland, eſpecially Mr. James Law in Glaſgow, ſent 
information againſt us, by ene Mr. Heury Lefly then dean, 
afterward biſhop of Down; He and Sir Richard Beaton 
lord chief baron of Ireland, who uſed to come to the aſſize 
circuits in the north, ſtirred up the biſhop againſt us; bur 
we were ſhortly afterreſtored: tor worthy Meſſrs. Dunbar, 
Welſh, Hamilton, and Culvert, went to Tradeth, to doctor 
James Uſher primate of Armaugh, not only a learned but 


| 2 godly man, altho' a biſhop. Thither came alſo Sir 


Andrew Stuart, after lord Caſtle-Stuart to deal for 
us. The primate very carefully dealt for us with the 
biſhop, ſo that we were at that time reſtored. But the 
bilhops of Scotland ſent to the king information againſt 
us by Mr. John Maxwel, called biſhop ot Ke, and think- 
ing that nonconformity would not be a crime ſufficiently 
hainous, they informed that we ſtirred up the people to 
| i cn. | ex taſies 


extaſies and enthuſiaſms. There were indeed in ſome pi. . 
riſhes eſpecially in Braidifland, where was a godly 1 we! 
miniſter Mr. Edward Bryce, ſome people who uſed in tine I ler 
on 

de 

f 


ol ſermon to fall on a high breathing and panting, as thoſe 
do who have run long, but moſt of the miniſters, and che. M *; 
. cially theſe who were complained of, diſcbuntenanced theſ MW © 
practices, and ſuſpected — not to proceed from any 
working of the Spirit of God, and that upon this ground, Ml ©” 
that theſe people were alike affected whatever purpoſe vas 8 
preached, yea altho by one who had neither gifts nor good ® 

. affection to the work of God, and accordingly few of theſe fo 
people ever came forward to any ſolid exerciſe of chriſtian. 0 
ty, but cominued 1 ignorant and profane, and left off tha l 


feeming motion. It is like Mr. Henry Leſhy had in formed 5 
this againſt us; however upon theſe informations the king N 
wrote to the lords juſtices of Ireland, and by them to the 7 
biſhop of Down, that Meſſrs. Dunbar, Blair, Welſb, and F 
I ſhould be tryed and cenſured. The 4th of May 1632 } 


the biſhop depoſed Mr. Blair and me, and eigkt days after 
Mr. Dunbar and Mr. Welſh. He proceeded againft us for 

_ eonconformity, never mentioning what was in the king's} 
letter, knowing us to be free of that charge. Therefor 
we reſolved for our own vindication, and upon ſome hope: 
that we might be reſtored again, to petition the king, that 
we might be tried in what was informed, and if guilty, 
we refuſed no puniſhment ; otherwiſe, that for ſimple non- 
/ conformity, we might in reſpect of our Scotiſh breeding, be 
forborn in ſuch a barren place as the north-part- of Ireland. 

V Upon this deſign, ſhortly after Mr. Blair went to London, 
and I to Scotland, with a purpoſe to follow him, only J 
was to procure letters from my lady marchioneſs of Ha- 
milton, and from the carls of Eglintoun, Linlithgow, and 
Migtoun, to ſome of their friends at court, that we were 
free of what was informed, and to deſire toleration in our 
nonconformity. Mr. Blair wrote to me, that it was need- 
= teſs for me to come, and only required that I ſhould ſend 
F thoſe letters; which 1 did. He, after tedious onwaiting, 
at laſt obtained a letter from the king to Straſſord the lord 
. tha the information ſhould be tried, and if we 
"were 


| ( ) TY 
| A kee, ſome favour r ſhould be Weed u us: and may the 
letter was thus drawn up by the ſecretary, the king wrote 
on the margin with his own hand, That the matter ſhould 
be narrowly tried, and ſeeing he had got from ſome perſons 
of honour, atteſtations of our innocency, that the informers 
ſhould be puniſhed if we were free. But when Mr. Blair 
took this letter to the deputy to Dablin, it ſeems he had 
got new advertiſement from Laud, who guided all church- 
matters at court; for he refuſed, except we would con- 
form, to take any trial or ſhew any favour: ſo we continued 
depoſed till May 1634. At that time there being ſame 
kale difference between Strafford and ſome of the Engliſu 
nobles in Ireland, and Strafford ſpeaking cocifibaally'y with 
my lord Caftle-Stuart a good and wiſe man, he took 
occaſion to ſhew him, he might gain the hearts of all the 
Scots in Ireland, if he would reſtore the depoſed miniſters, 
for which he bad alſo ſome warrant from the king; hereupon 
he wrote that we ſhould be reſtored. 

During all that time from May 1632. to May 1634. 
1 ſtayed at brit ſome while in Killinchie, and not only had 
ſeveral private meetings in ſeveral parts of the pariſh; but, 
ſundry Sabbaths conveened with them and prayed in the 
church, and after one had read a chapter I ſpoke thereon; 
but finding T could not be long ſuffered to do ſo, I went to 
Scotland, and as I had before, went from place to place 
as I had invitation to preach, orto be at communions in thoſe 
places where I had haunted before, and in ſome others. My 
chief reſidence at that time was in the dean of Xi/marneck, 
with the worthy lady Boyd, and the while I was there, I 
preached ordinarily on the Sabbath once, being defired by 
the maſter, Twas alſo frequently in Lanerꝭ with my father, 
and in Cumbernauld. and other places, and ſometimes in 
Edinburgh, where were frequent private meetings of chri- 
ſtians. I never had of ſtipend in Xi/linchie, above 4 pounds 
ſterling by year, and enjoyed that but a ſhort ſpace, yet I 
bleſs the Lord I never wanted money to ſupply my neceſſity, 
and to bear my charges in going to and again. My father 


was not able to ſupply me, having a great charge of other 


nine 3 whereof ſeven were daughters. Theſe from 
5 2 whom 
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whom ] got at ſeveral times ſupply of money were, the lady 
Boyd, the counteſs of Eglintoun, and Wigtoun, and the 
BRAT Edo ET 
During theſe two years, I went twice or thrice over into 
Treland, to viſit the pariſh and friends there; the laſt of 
theſe times having come to Ireland in February 1634. 
Our friends in Ireland ſeeing no appearance of being de- 
lirered from the yoke of the prelates tyranny, had ſome 
mind to tranſport themſelves to New-England, but reſolved 
firſt to ſend a miniſter and a gentleman thither to the gover- 
nour and council, to try the condition of the country, and 
to agree for a place to ſettle in; and accordingly they 
pitched upon /#ill;iam Wallace and me to go ſtraight to 
London, to go from thence with the firſt ſhip in the Spring, 
and return with the firſt conveniency. Therein I perceived, 
howbeit I truſt the Lord did accept and approve of our 
intention, yet wonderfully he ſtopped our deſign, for had 
William Wallace come to me in Grooms-port in Ireland, at | 
the time prefixed, we might eaſily have reached London cat 
before the firlt ſhip went, but he ſtaying two days taking nig 
Jeave of his family, all which time the wind was fair; fo 
Joon as he came, the wind became contrary for a fourth- on 
night, but after that we came to Scotland, and made all ſa 
the haſte we could to come to London, but the ſhips 8. 
were gone, only three were to go within a fourthnight of 
or ſo. The firſt we met with that had intereſt in thoſe f. 
ſhips, was Mr, Humphray, who urged much that we ſhould 0! 
go with him in his ſhip; we told we would adviſe. After c 
that Mr. Belinbam having a greater ſhip, offered us better \ 
accommodation; yet becauſe Mr. Humphray ſpoke firſt, a 
we. agreed to go with him, Had we gone with Mr. Belin- t 
Ham, we had gone forward; but Mr. Humphray, to gain 
time to do ſome buſineſs, and to eſchew ſame toſſing at | 
ſea, did not go aboard when the ſhips looſed, but took 
| 


us with him to Dorche/ter, that when the ſhips ſhould 
come over-ageinſt /ymouth we might go aboard; on a 
Sabbath forenoon, the three ſhips came to Hymouth, the 
other two went forward with a . ſail: Mr. Humphray 
deſired his ſhip to caſt herſelf in the ſtayes, till we 2 
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bear Mr. White & Dorcheſter preach in he ; 
We went aboard, but by this means when a ſtorm and 
contrary wind came on us on Wedneſday night, the other 
wo ſhips being paſt Lands-end ſtood to the ſea, and we 
were forced to come to an anchor in Plymouth, and ſtaid 
eight or ten days there with contrary wind. During this 
time William Wallace fell ſick, and was both adviſed by 
doctors not to go to ſea, and was ſomewhat averſe to it 
himſelf; and qur friends in /re/and had condeſcended that 
I ſhould not go alone without him : wherefore we both 
reſolved to return. When we were coming back I told 
him; I apprehended that we would get our liberty in /re- 
land; and accordingly when we came we found that we 
four ho had been depoſed, were reſtored by the deputy” * 
letter on May 1634. 
Shortly after on Monday June 23. 1634. The Lord 
vas pleaſed to call home worthy Mr. Zo/ias Melſh: I heard 
of his dangerous ſickneſs on Sabbath afternoon before, and 
came to him to Temple-Patrick, about eleven o'clock at 
night, two hours after came Mr. Blair. He had many 
gracious and edifying diſcourſes, as alſo ſome wreſtlings; 
one time when he had ſaid, 0h for hypocriſy ! Mr. Blair 
ſaid to the great company of chriſtians preſent, See how 
Satan knibbles at bis heel, when he is going over the threſhold + 
of heaven. A little after, I being at prayer at the bed- | 
BW fide before him, and the word V 1CTO RY coming out © f 
of my mouth, he took hold of my hand, and deſired me to Fi 
ceaſe a little, and clapped both his hands, and cried Guts 
VICTORY / VICTORY / VICTORY! /or evermere ! 
and then deſired me to go on in prayer, and within a ſhore 
time he expired. , | 
Mr. Blair, and Mr. Dunbar were again Jepoled within 
half a year, I continued preaching in Killinchie-for an 
year and a half, till November 1635. Duting my abode in 
London, I got acquaintance with my lord F orbes, Sir Ma- 
thaniel Rich, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Sir William Conſtable, 
Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir Matthew Bonningten, Doctor 
Gouge, Doctor Sibs, Mr. Philip Me, Mr. Thomas Good- 
win, Mr. Harris, Mr. WED and ſeyeral others. I 5 — 
: © ten 
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| Had not heard any thing of the matter, only for want of 


| often with Doctor PF RIPE who was AE h 
in che fleet. He diflwaded us from going to New-Englany, 
and told us he was confident of the downfall of th the biſhops 
ih Scotland; which came to paſs within three years. Sone * 
other things he then told me, which whether yer came fi 1 
paſs, Tknow not. | t 
In June 1635. the ard wüs radouftyplenſed to blek 
me with my wife, who how well accompliſhed every way, th 
and how faithful a yoke- fellow; I defire to leave to the Ml .. 
memory of others. She was the eldeſt daughter of Bar. b 
 tholomew Fleeming, merchant in Edinburgh, of moſt wor. 
thy memory, whoſe brothers were John Fleeming merchant 
in Edinburgh, and Mr. James Fleeming minilter at the 
— father died at Landon, Anno 1624, and vu 
laid hard by Mr. Jo. Wel/h, and hole Wis ouly of a long 
time, had dens ſolemnly buried without the ſervice · bool. 
Her mother Marien Hamilton, was a rare godly woman, 
who had alſo three religious ſiſters, Elizabeth married to 
Mr. Richard Dietſen, miniſter firſt at the Weſt=kirk d 
Edinburgh, after at Kinniel, Barbara married to Jb. 
Mien merchant in Edinburgh, and Beatrice married to Mr. 
Blair, Her brother James Fleeming a gracious and hopeful 
youth, died in the year 1640. and a while after, her ſiſter 
Marion, after ſhe had Loma ſome while married to Mr, 
John MacClellan miniſter of Kircadbright. Her mother 
with her ſecond husband Fehr: Stevenſon, and her family 
dame. to Ireland in the end of the year 1633. When | 
went a viſit to Ireland in February 1634. Mr. Blair 
propounded to me that marriage. Immediately thereafter} 
I was ſent to London, to have gone to New-E — and 
returned the June following. I had ſeen her before ſeveri 
mes in Scotland, and heard the teſtimony of many of hel 
gracious diſpoſnion, yet I was for nine months ſeeking, u 
I could, direction from God about that buſineſs; during 
which time, I did not offer to ſpeak to her, who I beliere 


dearneſs in my mind, altho' I was twice or thrice 1n the 
houſe, and ſaw her frequently at communions and public 


meetings „and it is like I might haye been Lag 
uc 
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gh darkn ſs, except i * 4 preſented me: an v ockaſiot : 
of our conferring together; for in November 1634, when 
I was going to the Friday meeting at Antrum, 1 met with 
herand ſome others going thither, and propounded to them 
the way, to confer on a text whereupon I was to preach 
the day after at Antrum, wherein I found her conference 
ſo judicious and fpiritual, that I took that for fonie anſwer _ 
of my prayer to have my mind cleared, and blamed myſelf * 
that I had not before taken occaſion to confer with her. 
Four or five days after I propounded the matter to her, and 
deſired her to think upon it; and after a weck or two I went 
to her mother's houſe, and being alone with her deſiring her 
anſwer, I went to prayer, and urged her to pray, which at 
hſt ſhe did; and in that time, 1 got abundance of clearneſs, 
that it was the Lord's mind, that T ſhould marry her, and 
then propounded the matter more fully to her mother. And 
altho I was fully cleared, I may truly ſay it was above a 
moath before 1 got marriage affection to her, altho' ſhe 
was for petſonal endowments beyond many of her 'equals, 
and I got ĩt not till T obtained it by prayer. But thereafter 
Thad a great difficulty to moderate it. In Summer 1635. 
her mother and ſhe went to Scotland, and I followed, 

becauſe on bath fides we were to have the conſent of friends 
in Scotland. =o were married by my father in the Weft- 
tirk of Edinburgh, Fune 23d, 1635. and altho' ſome told 
me ſome days x El „that Spotiſausod, Who was then 
Chancellour o* Scotland, had given orders to a Macer to 
apprehend me, our marriage was very ſolemn and counte- 
nanced with the preſence of a good number of religious 
| friends, among whom was alſo the earl of Migtoun and his 
fon my lord Fleeming, in the houſe of her uncle John 
Fleeming, who did as great a duty as if ſhe had been his 
own daughter, andyprovidence ſo ordered, that thereafter 
was prefent with him, and his eight dau ghters on their 
death- bed, and clearly diſcerned in them all, full evidence 
of the grace of God. I was alſo at the death of her gracious 
uncle Mr. James, miniſter at Bathans, From Edinburgh 
we went over to Ireland, and I remained in her mother's 
houſe, being at the Iron-furnace of Mikore, twelve Fraun 
rom 
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. from KXillinchie, becauſe there was ſo little appearance 
might continue in my miniſtry there, For in Novem 
1635, I was again depoſed by Mr. Henry Lefty, called 
biſhop of Deum, and ſome while after excommunicated by 
his order, by one Mr. Jahn Melvin miniſter at Down, aud 
for any thing I know, that ſentence ſtands in ſuch force a 
it can have to this day: but I bleſs the Lord, the curſe 
cauſcleſs hath not lighted on. me; and I have found ſinet 
the Lord's bleſſing on ſoul and body, on family, name and 
goods, yea, when after the rebel n 1 was ſent to Ireland 


in the year 1642, that Mr. Melvin was the firſt that wel. 


comed me aſhore, and profeſſed his grief, that he had had 
a hand in ſuch a wicked act. Notwithſtanding the cenſure 
of the biſhops, I continued preaching every Sabbath in my 
mother's houſe, whither ſeverals reſorted, where Mr, 
Blair alſo preached, for he and his wife came alſo and 
remained jn my mother's houſe. i „ 
This Winter perceiving no appearance of liberty, either 

to preachers or profeſſors, from the bondage of the prelates; 
A miniſter of the north of Jre/and, and fome few out of 
Scotland, reſolved to tranſport ourſelves to New: England, 


others of our friends being minded thereafter to follow us. 


We had got letters from the governour and council, full of 
kind invitations, and large promiſes of good accommodation: 
We built a ſhip ncar Belfaft, called the Eag/e-lVing, of 
about 115 tuns, and were minded to have ſet out in the 
Spring 1636. But through the difficulties that uſe to ariſe 

in ſuch undertakings, in preparing the ſhip and our other 
accommodations, it was the September following, before we 

* fer fail; we were all to go paſſengers at that time about 
140 perſons, of whom the chief were, Mr. Blair, John 
Stuart provolt of Air, Mr. Robert Hamilton, afterward 
miniſter at Xirtudbrigbt, Charles Campbel, Fobn Sumercel, 
Hugh Brown, and ſeveral other familie and ſingle perſons; 

among whom was one Andrew Brown of the pariſh of 

Lern; born deaf and dumb, who had been a very vicious 
Iooſe man; but when it pleaſed the Lord to work a change 
on ſeveral of that pariſh, a very ſenſible change was obſerved 
in him, not ohly in forſaking his former looſe courſes and 
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exerciſes of God's worſhip in public and private, and ordinarily 
morning and evening ufed to go alone to prayer, and would 
| wcepatiermons,and byſuch ſigns, theſe who were acquainted 
with him underſtood, he would expreſs many things of the 
work of God upon his heart, ſo that upon his earneit deſire, 
by the conſent of all the miniſters who uſed to meet at 
Antrum he was at laſt admitted to the ordinance of the 
Lotd's ſupper. Iwas abundantly clear in my mind, that the 


Lord approved: our intention and endeavour, and was as 


ready in making all ſorts of preparation as any of the reſt, 
yea, during all that time, Mr. Blair and we that were in 
my mother's houſe, ſpent one day in the week, in faſting 


and prayer, for a blethng to our undertaking; yet I often 


told my wife long before our outſetting, that it gave me in 
mind, we would never go to Ne- Eugland; but I laid not 
ſo great hold on that, as thereafter I found I had reaſon to 
do. Finding that it would be the end of- Summer before 


we could be ready to go, I went in March 1636 to Scot- 


land, to take leave of my father and other dear friends 
there; and went to moſt of all the places where I had 


haunted before, and found in the midſt of much mutual 


private: I came back in the end of April. In Auguſt, 


all the reſt of the honeſt miniſters were depoſed, viz. 
Meſſrs. Cunningham, Ridge, Bryce, Hamilton, and Culvert. 
June 30. my eldeſt fon. Jahn was born, and was the next 


day after ſermon baptized in our own houſe. We had 
much toil in our preparations, and many hindrances in our 


out-ſetting, and both ſad and glad hearts in taking leave of 


our friends. At laſt about the ninth of September. 1636, 
we looſed from 3 but were detained ſometime 
with contrary winds in Lochryan in Scotland, and grounded 


the ſhip to ſearch ſome leaks in the keels of the boat. Yet - 


thereafter we ſet to ſea, and for ſome ſpace had a fair 
wind, till we were between three and 400 leagues from 
Ireland, and ſo nearer the banks of New/2undland, than 


any place of Europe: but if ever the Lord ſpake by his 


winds and other diſpenſations, it was made evident to us, 
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that it was not his will that we hold go to Mu- Eaglaud, 
For we met with a mighty heavy rain out of the North-weſ, 
which did break our rudder which we got mended, vith 
much of our ga/lon-bead and fore-erofr-trees, and tore 
our fore-ſail, tive or. fix of our.; champlets made up 2 
great beam under the gunner- roam door door broke; ts 


came in over the .round-bouſe, and broke a plank or two 


on the del, and wet all them that were between the delt: 
we ſprung a /cakh, that gave us 700 ſtrokes in two pumps 

in the half hour glaſs; yet we lay at hull a long time, to 
beat out that ſtorm, till the maſter and company eame one 
morning and told, it was impoſſible to hold out any longer; 
and altho' we beat out that ſtorm, yet we might be ſure in 
that ſeaſon of the year, we would foregather with one or 
two more of that ſort, before we could reach New-E ngland. 
After prayer, when we were confulting what to do, 1 
propounded an overture, wherewith I was ſomewhat per- 
plexed thereafter, via. That ſeeing we thought we had 
the Lord's warrant for our intended voyage; howbeit it be 


preſumption to propone a ſign to him, yet we being in ſuch | 


a ſtrait, and having ſtood out ſome days already; we might 
yet for 24 hours ſtand to it, and if in that time he were 
pleaſed to calm the ſtorm, and ſend a fair wind, we might 
take it for his approbation of our advancing ; otherwiſe, that 
he called us to return. To this they all agreed, but that 
day, and eſpecially the night thereafter, we had the worſt 


ſtorm that we had ſeen; fo that the next morning fo ſoon 


as we ſaw day, we turned and made good way with a main 
courſe and a little of a fore-top-ſail, and alter ſome toſſing 
we came at laſt on the third of November, to an anchor 
in Loch-fergus. During all this time, amidſt ſuch fears and 
dangers, the moſt part of the paſſengers were very chearful 
and conſident, yea, ſome. in prayer had expreſſed fuch 
hopes, that rather than the Lord would ſuffer ſuch a company 
in ſuch ſort to periſh, if the ſhip ſhould break, he ſhould put 
wings to our ſhoulders and carry us ſafe aſhore. I never in my 
days found the day ſo ſhort as all that time, altho' I ſlept ſome 
nights not above two hours, and ſome none at all, but ſtood 

moſt part in the gallery aſtern the great cabin, where Mr. 
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Blair and Land our families/lay, Forin the morning by that 
me that every one had been ſome while alone; and then at 


prayer in their ſeveral ſocieties, and then at publick prayer 
in the ſhjp, it was time to go to dinner, and after that we 
would viſit our friends in the guzner-r00m, or thoſe between 


' the decks, or any that were fick, and then publick prayer 
would come, and after that ſupper and family-exerciſes. 


Mr. Blair was much of the time weakly, and lay in time 
of ſtorm; I was ſometimes ſick, and then my brother Mr. 
MacClellan only performed duty in the ſhip; ſeveral of 


thoſe between the decks being throng were ſickly. An aged 
perſon and one child died, and were buried in the fea. 


One woman, the wife of Michael Golvert of Killinchie 


pariſh, brought forth a child in the ſhip, I baptized | 
him on Sabbath following, and called him SE ABORN. © 


a 


My wife went aboard with her fon ſacking her breaſt, being 


about fourteen weeks old, yet ſhe had milk abundance for 


him, and to help others. Mr. Blair was much affected 


with our returning, and fell in a ſwoon that day we turned 


back, and altho' we could not imagine whit to make of that 
diſpenſation, .yet we were confident, the Lord would let 
us ſee ſomewhat that would abundantly fatisfy us. Our 


outward means were much impaired by this diſappointment, 


for we had put moſt of our ſtocks in proviſion, and ſomewhar 


of merchandize, which we behoved to ſell at low rates at 
our return, and had provided ourſelves with ſome ſervants, 
for. fiſhing and building of houſes, whom we behoved to 


turn off. That which grieved us moſt was, that we were 


like to be a mocking to the wicked; but we found the 


contrary, that the prelates and their followers, were much 


diſmaid and feared at our return; but neither they nor 


we knew, that within a year, the Lord would root out 


the prelates out of Scotland, and after that out of E neland 
and Ireland. Mr. Blair went and dwelt at the Stouc in 
Belfaſt ; others elſewhere, I came back and remained at 


my mother's houſe, and preached each Sabbath that Winter, 


a I had done before. | / | 0 
In February 1637. One Franthill of Caſtleraith, who 


Vet uſed to come ſome Sabbath, to hear ſermons at my 
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mother's houſe, being in Dublin, informed the State agaiuſt 
Mr. Blair and me. Order is given to apprehend us. One 
night one Andrew Voung,. a ſervant of Mr. Blair's, why 
dwelt hard by our houſe, overheard a Purſevant calling 
, a Stabler, to prepare againſt to-morrow morning, -becauſe 
they had orders to go to the North, and bring up two Scat. 
ti/> depoſed miniſters. This Andreu immediately goes tos 
ſtable, prepares a horſe; and rode all tliat night, and in tuo 
days after brings us word, fo that Mr. Blair and I wen 
out of the way, and came over to Scotland. When we 
came to Irvine to Mr. Diciſon's, he told us, That fone 
ood gentlemen in that country had been with him, having 
heard that we were come to Scotland, and deſired him not 
to employ us to preach, for fear that at ſuch a time, the 
Biſhops being then upon the urging of the ſervice · bool, 
might take occaſion thereby to put him out of his miniſtry; 
but ſaid he, I dare not follow their opinion ſo far to dif 
countenance you in your ſufferings, as not to employ you 
as in former times, but would think rather, ſo doing would 
provoke the Lord, that I might be on another account 
depoſed, and not have fo good a conſcience. We were 
very unwilling. ether to occaſion his trouble, or diſfatisfy 
any of the gentlemen of the country; but he urged with 
ſuch grounds, as we could not get refuſed. After that! 
went by Dean, and Lowdon, and Lanerk, to Edinburgh, 
and remained there ſome ſpace; being at ſome private 
meeting every day. And when I returned to the communion 
of Irvine, which was the 26th of March, I found that my 
wife having come only a viſit from her mother's houſe to 
Neautoun, to ſee the lady Airds, and finding ſome of our 
 Killinchie folks coming by to go to Irvine communion, ſhe 
 prefently came along to Scotland with them, bringing with 
her the child ſucking her breaſt, and a ſervant-woman to 
wait on him; ſhe came with a purpoſe to have gone back 
preſently, but I kept her till, and brought her with the 
child to Lauer to my father's, and ſent to Ireland for 
ſome of our goods, an d remained in Lanerk, till I went 


to Stranra wer. 


I "mM 
* I 


wp 


5 1 ” © LY 8 7 n 


0 * r ö . OE 3 
i c 9 


- While we were at Irvine, the Lord called home fweews* 
| Mr. Nobert Cunningham, minifter at Hoſywood, March 29. 
were forced to fly out of /re/and. He had many pracious 
expreſſions of the Lord's goodneſs to him, and his great 
peace in regard of the cauſe of his ſuffering, and ſpoke much 
aud well to the presbytery of Irvine, who came to ſee him 
the day before he died. A little before he died, his wife 
fitting on a low bed where he lay, and having her hand 
on his hand, he was in prayer, commending to God his 
| flock of Holy2woood, and his dear acquaintance and children, 
at laſt he ſaid, And, O Lord, I commend unto thy care this 
gentlewoman, who'is now no more my wife and with that 
he gently thruſt away her hand, and after a while he ſlept 
in the Lord. In the beginning of Zune, my wife went to 
Ireland, being ſent for to be with her mother who was 
dying, becauſe I might not go myſelf, I ſent my brother 
Samuel with her. After the death of her mother, ſhe 
returned in September next, and came and renfftined in 
Lanerk, where the 7th\of January following, ſhe brought 
forth her ſecond ſon William. All that Summer 1637. 
I had as much work of preaching in publick, and exerciſes 
in private, as any time before; partly in Larerk, partly 
in the Wet, and ar communions in divers places, in the 
Stuarty of Kircudbright and Presbytery of Stranrawer, + 
whiles I was waiting at the Pert, for my wife's coming 
I RM T TE ST . 
This Summer, ſeveral miniſters in Scotland were charged 
with Harning, to buy and receive the fervice- boot, which 
ſtirred up great thoughts of heart through the land, beſide a 
tumult in Edinburgb, by ſome of the common people at 
the firſt reading of the ſervice- hot. The true rife of that 
bleſſed reformation in Scotland, began with two petitions 
againſt the /ervice-book. the one from the Hef; and the 
other out of Fife, which met together at the council. door 
in Edinburgh, the one not knowing of the other. After 
that about the 20th of September, a great many other 
petitions were preſented againſt the ſervice- boot: Theſe 
oy being denied by the king, the number of the 3 
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and their demands encreaſed, for they deſired not only 
exemption from the ſervice- bot, but alſo from the $16 

ceremonies of Perth, and the high commiſſion court, and 
theſe things being denied, they at laſt deſired freedon 
_ from Segen and a free Parliament, and General 
Aſenlily: When theſe things were {till denied, and their 
number had fo encreaſed, that in ſome ſort they were the 
whole body of the land: they conſidering that the Lord 

controverſy with them was te breach of covenant, did in 
the beginning of March 1638. renew the national covenant, 

which had formerly by authority of ling and perlianen 
ſeveral times been ſworn. 

I was immediately ſent poſt to Landon, with 3 copies 
of the covenant, and letters to friends at court of ry 
nations. To avad diſcovery, 1 rode in a gray coat, and 
a gray montiro-cap. One night riding late, the horſe and 
1 fell to the ground; where I lay about a quarter of an 
hour as dead, the firl thing I diſcovered when I came to WM ur 
myſelf, I found the guide fitting undet me, and crying and MW th 
weeping, yet it pleaſed the Lord I recovered, and got to . 
Ferybridge, where after a day or; two's ſtay, 1 did in twa 4 
days come to London, but one of my eyes and part of my Nat 
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cheek being blood ſhot, I did not go to the ſtreet, but 

Mr. Eleazar Borthwick delivered the letters for me. Some 

friends and ſome of the Engliſb nobility came to my 

chamber, to be in formed how matters went. I had been 

but a few days there, when Mr. Borthwick came to me 

and told me, that the marquis of Hamilton had ſent him 
to me, to ſhew he had overheard the king ſaying, I was Wa 
come, but he ſhould endeayour to put a pair of fetters Wb 
about my feet: Wherefore fearing to be way laid in the u 
polt-way, I bought a horſe and came home af St. Alban, 
and the Wefter-way. 

I was preſent at Lanerk, and at al ochen pariſhes, 
when on a Sabbath after the forenoon ſermon, the covenant 

was read and ſworn; and may truly ſay, that in all my life. 

time except one day at the kirk of St, I never ſaw fuch 
motions from the Spirit of God; all the people generally, 

ae willingly concurring; where I have ſcen more than 
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all at once lifting up their hands; 1 r 
tears falling down from their eyes, ſo that through the 


whole land, except the profeſſed Papi/?s, and ſome few 


who for baſe ends adhered to the Prelates, the people 

unirerſally entred into the covenant of God, for reformation 

of 2 5 againſt Prelates and the ceremonies. ” TH 
OD IV. 


The fourth period of my life, I reckon from the time 1 


entred in the miniſtry at Stranrawer, till I was tranſported 
wAncrum, In the end of May 1638. I got letters from 
the earl of Cafils, to come to his houſe of Cafilr, in 

reference to a call to a pariſh, wherein he had ſome melt 


When J came there, there came both at one time com- 
| niſfoners from the town of Stranramer in Galloway, and 


from the pariſh of Straitoun in Carrick with a call to me: 1 
defired ſome time to adviſe; and becauſe both equally 
urged, I propounded, that we ſhould refer the matter to 
the determination of fix miniſters, vig. Mefirs. Robert 


Blair, David Dickſon, Andrew Cant, Alexander Hens 


derfon, Samuel Rutherford, and my father, who by occaſion + 
at another meeting were all to be at Edinburgh within ae 


days: my own raind inclined moſt to Straiton ; becauſè „ 


was a more obſeure place, and the people being /ardaiiatt;:. 


ſimple people, were the more likely to be wrought upon * 


the goſpel: But they all having heard both parties, adviſed 
me to heark en to the call of Stranrawer, being a thoroẽ 
fair way within four miles of Portpatrick, and nearer for the 
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advantage of our people in Ireland! So I was there received 5 oY 


by the presbytery the 5th of 7uly 1638. and ſhortly after 


tranſported my family thither, and I remained in the 


of that place, until Harveſt, 1648. when by the ſentence 


of the General Aſſembly, I was tranſported to Ancrum in _ 


WW 7 ivictdale. Becauſe I had ſome houſhold furniture to carry, 


and the way was ſo far, I put my familyina boat at Irvine, 
and put in a tolerable quantity of meat and drink. The wind 


being the firſt day very fair, we were like to be ſoon at our 


port; the boat's company conſumed moſt of all our provi- 


lon, ſo that by a calm, and a little contrary wind, being 
three Gps at ſea. the laſt day we had neither meat nor 
8 | drink, 
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5 | | the General. Aſemblies, EVEN till that i in the year 1650, 


. 
"drink, nor ieee no coaſt, and my wiſe had the g 
child ſucking her breaſt, yer pico he Rord, we Came 
ſafe to Loachryan. 

Some of our friends came out of Jreland, and dwelt 
Stranrawer, and at the communions twice in the yea, 
great numbers. uſed to come; at one time 500 perſuns, 
At one time I bapuzed 28 Ne Rough out of be: 
land. 

"Providenrs 5 ordered, that 1 was a Sher of the 
ee, Aemöly At Glafeow, in November 1638. which 
eſtablithed the reformation of religion, and of the reſt of 


except that of Aberdeen in the year 1640. When I came 
firlt to Stranrawer, ſome of the folks of the town deſire 
to come to our houſe, to be preſent at our family exerciſe: 
Therefore I propounded, that I would rather chooſe every 
morning to go to the church, and ſo each morning the bel 
was rung, and we conveened, and after two or three verſe 
of a pſalm ſung, and a ſhort prayer, ſome portion of 
Scripture was read and explained, only ſo long as an half 
hour glaſs ran, and then cloſed with prayer. "The whole 
pariſh was within the bounds of a little town. The people 
were very tractable and reſpectful, and no doubt had 
taken pains, and believed as I ought to have done, more 
fruit would have appeared among them. I was ſometime 
well ſatisfied and refreſhed being with ſome of them ol 
| their death-bed. - 

I was ſent out by the Presbytery i in the year 1640. 

o go with the carl of Caſſili's regiment, when our arm) 
—— to Newcaſtle. Our army lay a while at Cu y- 
a mile or two from Dunſe, till the reſt of the army came uy, 
I had there a little trench tent, and a bed hung between tuo 
leager cheſts, and having lain ſeveral nights with my cloatls 
on, I being wearied with want of ſleep, did ly one night 
with my cloaths off; that night was very cold, and while 
I-lept all the cloaths went off me 3 fo that in the morning 
I was not able to ſtir any part of my body, and I had 
much ado , with the help of my man and a baggage Wl 
man to get on my 8 I cauſed them to put me 01 

my 
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tiry horſe, and went to Dum ſe, and lay down.in a bed, and 
cauſed them to give me into the bed, a big tin · ſtoup full of 
water, whereby a ſweat was procured; ſo that before night - 
I was able to riſe and put on my cloaths. When the whole 
army was come up, it was found that there was want of 


| powder and of bread, the biſket being ſpoiled, and of cloath 


to be huts to the ſoldiers. This produced ſome fears that 
the expedition might be delayed for that year. One day 
when the committee of eſtates and general officers, and 
ſome i niſtert were met in the caſtle of Dunſe, and were 
at prayer, and conſulting what to do, an officer of the guard 


comes, and knocks rudely at the door of the room where 


we were; and told there was treachery diſcovered, for he 
going to a big cellar in the bottom of the houſe ſecking for 


ſome other thing, had found a great many barrels of pow- - 


der, which he apprehended was intended to blow us all 
up. After ſearch, it was found that the powder had been 
laid in there the year before, when the army departed from 
Dunſe-law after the pacification, and had been forgotten. 
Therefore having found powder, the earls of Rothes and 
Lauda, Mr, Alexander Henderſon, and Mr. Archibald 
Jobnſton were ſent to Edinburgh, and within a few days 
brought as much meal and cloath to the ſoldiers, by the gift 
of well· affected people there, as ſuffice d the whole army. 


The 20th of Aug¹ 1640. the army marched into England; 


and after ſome little oppoſition made by the Engli/h army, 
paſſed Tine at Newburn ; had Newcaſtle rendred to them, 
and after two petitions to the king, followed the treaty at 
Ripon, and thereafter the Parliament of England in Novem= 
ber following, where the large treaty was concluded. It 
was laid upon me by the presbytery of the army, to draw 
up a narration of what happened in that skirmiſh, at New- 
by 71, which I did 1n à paper out of that I faw or heard from 
others, by the help of the Lieutenant-general. f | 
It was very retrefhful to remark, that after we came to 
a quarter at night, there was nothing to be heard almoſt 
through the whole army, but ſinging. of Fſalnus, prayer, 
and reading. of Scripture, by the ſoldiers in their ſeveral 
ts and was informed, there was large more the year 
. before, 
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- before, when'the army lay at Dunſe-Law. And idee 


in all our meetings and conſultings, both within doors and 
without in the fields, always the nearer the begi :ginning, 
there was ſo much the more of dependance upon God, and 
more tenderneſs in worſhip and walking, but through procek 
of time, we ſtill decline more and more. The day we 
came to Newburn, the General and ſome others ſtepped 


aſide to Haddon on the wall; where old Mrs. Finnick met 


them, and burſt out and ſaid, « And is it fo, that Jeſus 

Chriſt will not come to England, for reforming of abuſes 
without an army of 22000 nen at his back??? 

In November 1640. I returned back to Strarnrawer, al 
the reſt of the pariſhes of the country had before that, 

contributed money to ſend to buy cloaths for the ſoldier 


- "whom: they had fent our. This was not yet done in 


Stranrawer, by reaſon of my abſence. We had ſent out 


dur fourth fenſible man, viz. 15 men; The town was but 


-  +itle and poor; all the yearly rent was eſtimated to 2000 
merks Scots, out of which a part of the miniſter's ſtipend 


Vas to be paid, but the earl of Caſſili paid a great part of 


it. On the Saturday morning after I came home, one came 
to me to enquire if T had any word to the army, he being 
10 go the Monday or Tacſday following. Therefore at 
our meeting in the church on that Saturday, I propounded 
unto them the condition of the army, and deſired that they 
would prepare their contribution to be given to morroy 
_ after ſermon, at which time we got . 45 ſterling, whereof 
we ſent . rs ſterling 10 our own foldiers, and . 15 to 
captain Ellit's company who were all e and fo 
had no pariſh in Scotland to provide for them, and . 15 
to the Commifar Genzral to be diſtributed by public order. 
The reaſon that we got ſo much was, that there were 
_ +fundry families of /ri/ſh people dwelling in the rown. One 
Margiret Fame, the wife of William: Scot' a malt-man, 
ho ind fled out of Ireland, and were but in a mean 
condition, gave ſeven twenty two ſhilling ſterling _—_ 
and an eleven pound piece. When the day after I enquiret 
at her, how ſhe came to give ſo much? She anſwered, 1 


5 Be and had laid oy RE tr Oats, 
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pleaſed to take my dau _ ro himſelf, I thought would 
give him her-portion 
In Sammer 1641. the General Aſembly was be 2nd 

after that the Parliament, where the king was preſent; and 
ratified all the preceeding work of reformation. When I was 
coming home from that Fſembly, I ſtayed with my father 
in Lanert, till it pleaſed the Lord to call him home to 
himfelf. . He was worn with fore pains of the gravel, but 
had great peace of mind. He died on the Saturday 
morning, - and was to be buried on the Monday following. 


The night before the burial, I had a ſore fit of the gravel, 


which now and then for five years had taken me, and : 
continued but with long intermiſſions for eight or nine years 
thereafter. This put me in fear that it might continue the 


tme of the burial; therefore I befought the Lord, if he ſo 


pleaſed to free me of the pain, till I might perform that duty 
to my father, to ſee him buried, altho' it ſhould come 


ſorer on me thereafter. About eight o'clock I was fully 
_ freed of the pain, and ſo continued till all was done, and 


was making account it would not return at that time; but 
withia an hour after I was come into the houſe, my pain 


came again, and continued a day or two. 


In October 1641. The rebellion broke out in /re/and, 


many of the religious people in the north of Ireland had 
left it in the year 1637. when the depoſed miniſters were 
forced out of it by Purſevants, ſent out to apprehend them. 
Others left it in the year 1639. when the Deputy urged - 


-upon all the Scots in Ireland. an oath abjuring the national | 
covenant of Scotland, and fo they were free of that ſtroke 
of the rebellion, while many of theſe that took the oath _ 


were murdered by the rebels. Such as lived near the coaſt, 
over-againſt Scotland, for moſt part eſcaped, and ſundry 
fled from other parts of the country to them. It was 

obferved that the ſtroke on the people in the north | of 


dreland, imcreafſed by degrees. At firſt they thought it a 
hard caſe, that they were not ſure to enjoy their camel 
but thereafter their miniſters were depoſed. When that 
was found yet harder to be born, the miniſters were forced 
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to flee. the country, and hirelings thruſt in upon then, 
When that had continued forme time, and they thought 

hardly a worſe condition could come, the abjuration oath 

was urged upon them, and after all came the bloody ſword 

of the rebels, And I have heard ſome of them that eſcaped 

the ſword of the rebels complain, that they thought the 


came over, was to them worſe than the rebellion. The 
Winter following many -came fleeing over to Scotland; 
ſundry to Air and Irvine, and other places of the Weſt 
by fea, but the greateſt number came by Poripatrict and 
Stranrauer, and were generally in a very deſtitute con- 

dition. There had been collected in Edinburgh and ſeveral 


diſtribute to needy perſons at their firſt arriving. All this 
in a few weeks was diſtributed in preſence of {ome of our 
elders. The moſt that was given to any was a half-crown, 


part they- got but one ſhilling, and ſome 18 pence, the 
number was ſo great. Of all the numbers that came our way, 


Lord's hand in it, or of deſerving on their part, except 
one Engliſhman, ſo far had the ſtroke ſeized their ſpirits 
ms well as bodies. Ke ls | 
In April 1642. I was ſent by order of the council of 


went over with major general Morro, and ſtaid for fix 
weeks, moſt part in Carrickfergus, where the head quarters 
were, and for other fix weeks moſt part at Antrum, with 
Sir John Clotworthy and his regiment, who had obtained 


or moſt part in theſe two places; but ſometimes in other 
pariſhes of the coaſt- ſide about; and be fore 1 left Antrum, 
ve had the communion celebrated there, where ſundry that 
had taken the oath, did willingly and with great expreſſions of 


could 


oppreſſion and inſolences of ſome of the Scottiſh army, that 


other places about, conſiderable ſums of money for their 
ſupply: Of which there was ſent to me ¶ 1000 Scots, to 


only a very few got five ſhillings ſterling, but for the moſt 


I hardly obſerved ane perſon ſufficiently ſenſible of the 
Scotland to Ireland, to wait on the Scottiſh army, that 
an order from the council for me ſo to do. I preached 


grief publickly confeſs the ſame. I found a great alteration 
in Ireland; many of thoſe who had been civil before, were 
become many ways excceding looſe; yea, ſundry who 26 
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could be conceived had true 2 were declined much in 
tenderneſs ; fo as it would ſeem the ſword opens a gap, 
and makes every body worſe than before, an inward plague 
coming with the outward; yet ſome few were in a very lively 
condition. I went with the army to the field, when they 
took in Vetury t a part of the rebels that made ſome oppo- 
tion by the way at the entry of a wood were killed. They 
were ſo fat, that one might have hid their fingers in the lirks 
of their breaſts. The people of the north of Ireland, ſent 
commiſſoners to the next general aſſembly of Scotland, 
Ann 1642. petitioning for miniſters to be ſent to them, 
for,now they had none at all. The aſſembly thought not 
ft to looſe any, but for four or five years thereafter, ordered 
eight miniſters in the year to go over for viſits, two for three 
months, and after them other two, and in the mean time 
ſome godly and able young men to be dealt with to go over 
for ſettling ; and that theſe miniſters might in pariſhes elect 
elderſhips, and with the presbytery of the army, try and 
admit miniſters. Theſe miniſters who went, uſed, for the 
moſt part, to ſeparate themſelves to divers pariſhes in ſeveral 
parts of the country; there being ſuch a great number of 
racant pariſhes, yet ſo as the one would alſo viſit the place 
where the other had been, By this appointment I was 
ſent over three months in Summer 1643. and as long in 
Summer 1645, In Summer 1646. I went thither with the 
marquis of 4rgy/ and ſome other commiſſioners, who went 
to deſire ſome of the Scots army in Ireland, to be ſent to 
Scotland; and Anno 1648. I was deſired by the commiſhon 
of the kirk to deal with the army there, not to ſend any © 
to the exgagers, For the molt part of all theſe three months 
I preached every day once, and twice on the Sabbath; the 
deſtitute pariſhes were many; the hunger of the people 
was become great; and the Lord was pleaſed to furniſh 
otherwiſe than uſually I wont to get at home. I came 
ordinarily the night before to the place where I was to 
preach, and commonly lodged in ſome religious perſon's 
houſe; where we were often well refreſhed at family-exer- 
cee: Uſoally 1 deſired no more before I went to bed, but 
i make ſure the place of Scripture I was to preach on the 
og ON ; | Next : 
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next day, And riſing in the morning, I had four or fre 
© Hours myſelf alone, either in a chamber or in che fields: 
after that we went to church, and then dined, and the, 
rode five or ſix miles more or leſs to another pariſh. Some. 
times there would be four or five communions in ſeyer;] 
in the three months time. I eſteemed theſe viſits in 
Ireland, the far beſt time of all the while I was in Ga/jl,. 
bay. After the year 1647: or 1648. the general aſſembly 
| fent no more any for viſits to /re/and, becauſe by that 
time ſeveral godly and able miniſters were ſettled there. 
The miniſters with whom I kept moſt ſociety , and by 
whoſe. counſel and company I profited moſt, were my 
brother MacC/ellan at Kircudbright, Meſſrs. Robert Ha. 
milton at Ballantrae, George Hutchiſon at Colmonell, and 
in the presbytery of Stranrawer, Alexander Turnbull at 
* Kirkmaiden, Fobn Dick at Inch, George Dick at Gley- 
luce, and in the presbytery of Wigtoun, Andtew Lauder 
at Whithorn, and John Park at Machrum, who ſucceeded 
me at Stranrawer; and with all theſe I have been at com- 
munions at Sram. 
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The fifth period of my life, I reckon from the time! 
Was ſettled in the miniſtry at Ancrum, to this prefer 
February 1666. In Summer 1648. I had a call from the 
pariſh of Ancrum, an invitation from the presbytery d 
Jedburgb, and a preſentation from the earl of Lothia 
che Patron, and by act of the general aſſembly, that yes 
was tranſported thither, and was received by the presbytery 
I the rather inclined to that place, becauſe I found they were 
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generally land wart ſinplc poople ; who for ſame time before t 
had not had fo much of the goſpel as to deſpiſe it. In i n 
Harveſt following, I tranſported my family thither. I found fe 
the tranſporting very troubleſome, being above 100 mie 3 
and bad way, with a numerous family, fix children, o v 
of them ſacking the breaſt, four or five ſervants, and ſom 3 
furniture and books; yet the Lord brought us all ſafe thithe v 
I dwclt a year or two in à houſe of the carl of Lothian » 
, x | - | | 33 | ( 6 


* 


« 8 


# 8 
- 
TS 
* 5 
=- K * * 
* 8 


1 — 


PP 
ell one was built for id The people were very tractable - 
dut very ignorant, and ſome of them looſe in their carriage,” 
and it was a long time before any competent number of them 
were 8 ſuch a condition, as we might adventure 
to celebrate the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, but after 
ſome time ſeverals of them began to lay religion to heart. 
in the year 1649. the parliament of Scotland and the 
church alſo, had (ent fome commiſſioners to treat with the 
of we country, before his admiſſion to the exerciſe of his 
goyernment; theſe had returned without ſatisfaction, yer 
the parliament ſent again in Summer 1650. the earls of 
Caſfls and Lothian,” Alexander Brody of that ilk, one of 
the lords of ſeſſion, Mr. George Windram of Libertoun, 
another of the lords of feſſion, Mr. John Smith and Alex- 
ander Jaffray, to proſecute the foreſaid treaty with the king 
at Breda. The commiſſion of the kirk choſe Mr. James 
mod and me, and after that alſo, by my lord Capili's 
procurement, Mr, George Hutchiſon. . 
To us were joined Cafjils and Brody as ruling elders, 
that in name of the church, we ſhould preſent and proſecute 
their deſires; and becauſe much depended on that treaty, 
Twill out of my own private obſervations, more fully ſer 
down the ſame. When it was firſt laid upen me to go, 
Iwas molt averſe therefrom : my reafons were three; Firſt, 
my own infufficiency, having both a kind of natural antipathy 
againſt public imployments and State matters, and having 
ſome ſcruple, that ſome miniſters meddled but too much 
therein: and knowing my own unacquaintedneſs with, and 
inability in fach things, and my ſoftneſs of diſpoſition, ready 
to condeſcend too eaſily to any thing having a ſhow of reaſon; 
not being able to debate or diſpute any buſineſs, ſo that 1 
feared I ſhould be a grief and thame to thoſe that ſent me. 
Belides that I could not ſpeak promptly the Latin tongue, 
which was requiſite among foreign divines. This reaſon. 


was, when I conſidered the commiſhoners ſent by the State; 
F was not. willing to imbark in any buſineſs with them. 
. I 8 ; | Cafils, 
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I expreſſed in the commiſſion of the kirk: The other tw 
which weighed as much with me I ſupprefſed. The ſecond : 
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Cafils, Brody, and Alexanger Jafray T had no exception 
againſt, The other three I ſuſpected would be more ready 
to condeſcend to an agreement upon unſafe terms. Larhian 
I had found two years before Anno 1648. when the We 

roſe againſt the Engagers returning home from Eho/anq. 

that he was very diflatisfied with their riſing, and he was 
many ways involved with the marquis of Argyle, who of 

a long time had been very entire with William Murray, and 
Sir Robert Murray, negotiators for the king, and who, ti 

thought, put him in hope, that the king might marry his 

daughter. Libertoun had been long with the king at Zer/a;, 
and brought the overture of the treaty, and in all his diſcour- 
ſes gave evidence of a molt earneſt defire, upon any terms, 
to have the king brought home; whereupon it is like, he 
thought he would have a chief ſhare of the thanks. Sir 
Jobn Smith had tampered with James Graham 1645, and 
was a man of no great ability; and what ability he had, ] 
ſuſpected would not be well employed. The third reaſon 
was, when I looked upon the whole buſineſs, the term 
whereupon the king was to be admitted to his government, 
upon his bare ſubſcribing and {wearing ſome words, without 
any evidence that it was done from the heart, I ſuſpected 
it might prove a deſign for promoting a malignant intereſt, 

do the prejudice of the work of God, and that our nobles 
who had power in their hands, fearing if matters went on 
as formerly, that they might be levelled, and knowing that 
many in the kingdom would be ready to receive the king 

upon any terms, whom pofhbly the malignants might bring 
home without them, and knowing that after ſo many 
backſlidings, the well affected were but few, and many of 

them ſimple, and all of them deſirous to give the king all 

his due, religion and liberty being ſecured, they thqught it 

ſafeſt to have the king, not looking much what might have 
been the conſequence. For theſe reaſons I was fully reſolved 
to have gone home, and taken 2 hazard of any cenſure of 

the kirk for my diſobedience; eſpecially when I perceived 
| that fundry well affected, whole judgment I much reveren- 
ced, had great fears of the iſſue of the treaty; hut acgording 
as my nature is blunt, and ready to yield, chiefly to thoF 
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| 90 1 know both pious and wile ; Meſſrs. David Dickſon, 
= Guthrie, and Patrick Gilleſpie, after ſome while's . 


dealing, prevailed with me to go. One word I fooliſhly 
E —_— to them, which many times thereafter met me: 


That ere I condeſcended to go, and ta have an hand 


in the conſequences that I apprehended would follow, I 

would chuſe rather to condeſcend, if it were the Lord's 

will, to be drowned in the waters by the way. . 
That very day we landed at Campbier, Lotlian and 


Libbertoun propounded, that letters might be wrote by the 5 
commiſſioners, to duke Hamiltoun, the earl of Lauderdale, 


and ſome other malignants, at the Hague, to come to 
Breda, to help forward the tregty. Thus was not agreed 


to, but the propounding was no good preſage of a bleſſing, - . 
and ſhewed what ſort of men ſome were minded to make 5 
uſe of. But howſoever all theſe came. . 
When we were come to Breda, it was put on my lord 


Caſtls, to make ſome ſpeech to the king at our firſt receiv- 
ing, and on me to make another ſpeech after him, in name 
of the Church. This ſpeech I did prepare; wherein were 
ſome; things a little free, ſuch as I thought became a mi- 
niſter to ſpeak, concerning the king himſelf, and his father's 


houſe, and the counſel and ways he had followed. This 


Idid communicate firſt to the commiſhoners of the church, 


after to thoſe of the State. But it was once and again ſo _ . 
altered with delations and additions, that it was nothing like 
elf, Every thing that was thought harſh, behoved to 
be delate, and-ſome things added, ſuch as would be ſavoury 
in the entry of the treaty to the king and court, I thought 


it was not my part to-ſtand peremptory for a paper of my 


own drawing, and they told me it was not my own mind I 
was to follow, but theirs; whereupon I agreed to all. So 


dangerous it is for a man of a ſimple diſpoſition, to be 


yoked with theſe who by wit, authority, and boldneſs can 
overmaſter him. When we began firſt to keep any meet- 
ings, the commiſſioners of the State did chooſe Caſſit to 
be our preſident, and after continued him during all the . 
ume, Some of us ar firſt thought it a benefit, to have him 


1 of . we e had molt confidence ; — we did 
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fad it thereafter a - diſadvantage, for ordinarily Dates 


Libbertoun, and Sir J7abn Smith agreed in one voice, and 
that ſometimes ſuch as ſome of us were not well pleaſed 


with. Now there were to be of a contrary opinion only 


Brody and Faffray, and thus three being againſt two carried 
it, the preſident not having liberty to give his vote, except 


2 where there is an equality. Some of our number urged 


once, that the treaty might be by word of mouth, ad not 
by papers; but that was rejected. The drawing up of the 

pers to be preſented to the king, was committed by theſe 
of the State to Brody, and by theſe of the church to Mr. 


James Wood ; wherein this overſight was committed in the 


very firſt papers, that the rds and purpoſe of the inſtrudi- 
ons were not fully kept fo; but both in the order and 
matter, ſomewhat was altered or left out by them that 
drew them up, and more thereafter was altered upon debate 
in the meetings, whether for exornation of the language, 
or to ſeem not to be tied to the words and order of them, 
or to make things ſmooth in the beginning, or if there were 


a a defign in — that. debated the alterations, that ſome 


things might not be mentioned at firſt, which they having 


ſounded the mind of the court, found would not be cafily * 


granted, I cannot certainly ſay. But we found it did great 
harm thereafter, when theſe of the court alleged, that we 
behoved to reſt ſatisſied with what was in our firſt papers. 


. We had acce ſs to the king on Tueſday, yet no papers of 
the treaty were delivered to him till the Monday after; 


which was ſome neglect of diligence, the parliament having 
limited the treaty to thirty days, and only granting ten 
days more, in caſe there were appearance of agreement at 


theſe thirty days end. And after the delivering of theſe 


firſt papers, rn Libbertoun, and Sir ohn Smith, 
went to Antwerp and Bruſſels, and ſtaid eight or ten days, 
ſo that when the king had given us his firſt papers the Satur- 


day following, no return could be made to them through 


their abſence, till Wedneſday or Thurſday of the following 
week. We found the king of a courteous and tractable like 
diſpoſition, which made ſome of us ſuſpect that if all had dealt 


| alle earneſtly, 3 Lothian and Lillertoun, who molt 


frequently 
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frequently and privately reſorted to the court, but moſt 
of all Libbertoun, that the king at the firſt had granted all 
our defires fully. The reaſon why we thus ſuſpected, 
was, theſe of our number in debating in our meetings 
agreed that he ſhould not be ſo much preſſed in them : 
alleging frequently chat commiſſioners had always power 
to manage their inſtructions, and that we ought not for 
ſuch things to break off the treaty, and undo the king and 
his buſineſs. None of us three miniſters. ever went to the 
king alone, but often all together, or at leaſt two of us. 
We went ſeldom, but whenever we went, we had acceſs 
and liberty to ftay, and ſpeak ſo long as we pleaſed. We 
oft urged that if the king had any ſcruples againſt the cove- 
nant, or any of the parts of uniformity, or deſires of the 
treaty, that he would impart them to us: but he never 
propounded any ſuch thing to us. One time I lying ſick 
of the megrum, the other two having been with him reported 
to me, that having entred into a kind of diſpute with him 
about epiſcopacy and ceremonies; they found that he had 
been poiſoned in his principles by thoſe that had been with 
him; denying that the Scriptures were a perfect rule in 
theſe things controverted; and enquiring how people knew 
it was the word of God, but by the. teſtimony. of the 
All the while of the treaty at Breda, he continued the 
uſe of the ſervice-book, and of his chaplai as, and many 
nights there was balling and dancing, ſometimes till near 
day. At the beginning of the treaty it was reported to 
us by Libbertoun, that a gentleman had come to the king 
from Paris, being ſent by his mother, deſiring that by 
all means he would cloſe with the Scote, otherwiſe ſhe was 
reſolved never to come out of tliat cloiſter, through the 
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gate whereof ſhe then ſpoke to the gentleman, _ And all 


the while it was ſo looked upon, that there were two 
factions at court, the one (the Queen's faction) was; for 
the cloſe of the treaty; the other, called prince Rupert's, 
wherein was alſo the queen of Bohemza his mother, and 
James Graham, were ſuppoſed to be againſt the treaty. 
All theſe things made me always ſuſpect there would be 
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no bleſſing on the treaty, an many a time Mr. Hutchiſo, 
and I whoſe chambers joined cloſe to one another, would 
| confeſs one to the other, that we were glad when the treaty 
Was like, to break up, and fad when there was appearance 

of cloſing it. It was found thereafter, that in the very 
time of the treaty, ame- Graham by commiſſion from the 
king, invaded Scotland with an army; who being defeated, 
his commiſhon was found, himſelf brought to Edinburgh, 
and hanged. It was an omiſhon, that we who were com- 
miſſioners for the kirk, ſeldom ever met in -a meeting 
ſeverally, for proſecuting of our inſtructions, but ſatisfied 
ourſelves with drawing up, and giving in our papers, from 
the State papers, and with joining with the meetings of the 
commiſſioners of the State, when they met. I was diſſatisfied 
with the whole management of the treaty, for ſirſt it ſeemed 
rather like a merchant's bargain of prigging ſomewhat higher 
or lower, than ingenuous dealing; and ſo far as could be 
diſcerned, the king granted nothing, but what he was in 
= ſort compelled to; and which, if he had had his full 
freedom, he would not willingly have granted, which poſſibly 
vas rather the fault of thoſe that were about him, than his 
own. 2dly, The prince of Orange, and one Mr. M*dowal 
who were employed by the king, were ſometimes ſpoken 
with: But Lauderdale, who had done no good offices to 
Scotland before, whether brought in, or coming of himſelf, 
was preſent at ſome of our meetings and debates, and papers 
a d reſolutions were communicated ſometimes to him, and 
to duke Hamiltoun. ''3dly,” The king in his demands, the 
granting whereof he defired to be previous to all his con- 
_ . ecſhons, required ſome things, which altho' they were not 
directly granted, yet diſcovered his purpoſe and inclination, 
as that there ſhould be an union of all for promoting his 
intereſt. And altho' the demand did not mention the /r;/þ 
rebels and Zames Graham, yet, if it had been granted, it 
would have included them. 4, Some of the king's 
demands, as that about the engagers, and that about the 
- enſuring the proſecuting of the king's intereſt in England, 
the commiſſioners tho' not inſtructed to anſwer theſe, ye 
adyentured to go a good length in giving —_ for 
3 - themy 
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| . for the firſt they had an act of parliamei t for 


their warrant,” altho? it was replied, that rot acts of par- 
lament, but their ſpecial inſtructions were the bounding 


of their-commiſſion, and that fame act of parliament did 
not fully warrant what they granted. 574/y, In fome 
debates when they were for granting things which were 
not in their inſtructions, it was many a time by them al- 


leged, that they had private inſtructions, yet when at laſt 


ſome deſired a ſight of them, it was confeſſed they had 
none. Only ſome words had been ſpoken by ſome prime 
men in private conference. 67/4/y, In the king's commiſſions, 
which by the parliament's inſtructions, ſhould have preceeded 


ary invitation, ſome material things were left out, yet they 
yoceeded to cloſe the treaty, and to invite, and ſome 


debated that the want of theſe things ſhould not hinder'the 


doſing thereof. Altho? thereafter when the cloſed treaty 


was ſent home, the parliament by their ſecond ĩnſtructions, 
which were no other but the renewing of the firſt, declared 
that they did not approve the treaty without theſe, 77%, 


When ſome urged that the parliament of Scotland, would 
not find themſelves obliged to the treaty, if things were 
agreed to beſide,” or beyond the inſtructions; twas replied 
by ſome of the commiſſioners, that they had heads, and 


cates to loſe, and that the parliament might call them to 
an account for what they did, but both the parliament and 
kingdom of Scotland, would be bound to all that they had 
done in their name. All theſe things I was diſſatisſied 
vith, and in my own blunt way, declared the ſame, as 
I had occaſion to ſpeak ; but had not the ability or hardineſs 
to debate and argue any of theſe things. There was no 
great haſte made the firſt three or four weeks of the treaty, - 
but when it came towards the fortieth day, it was much 

urged by ſome of the commiſhoners, that by any means 

the treaty ſhould come to agreement, before that day were 


to the king was drawn up and to be ſubſcribed, they firſt _ 
enquired the opinion of us three miniſters, becauſe we could 
not have a vote among themſelves, who were commiſhoners 
Jof the State: When my opinion was aſked, I told chat 


* 


i * & | . 


wy 
E 


1 1 y e * 18 * * 
* * T 4 F * 5 4 2 - 1.4.8 
' ” . 4 q % * * 4 1 15 9 * > - an 
a . 3 ” - ; WE - N 1 5 * A - 1 
- - 4 if 4 2 s J + wet „3 
N i ; 0 i 2 5 a 5 = * as "of 2 1 Z 
I * 0 838 . * 2. 1 #55 * 
4 4 4 6 1 y 8 2 . \ 
FF : Halt 2, e 
<0 res ang p Ee CO CSS 
e r ——— . — „ ** r F EY 
2 4 - as * . * * wp n 
= ** . 


C 

as I conccived, altho' a State or their commiſſioners ſhould 
agree with a king, upon terms difadvantageous to religion 
and liberty, a miniſter might well ſhow his mind, but i f they 
went on, it was not a miniſter's part to oppoſe the ſame; 


but ſubmit himſelf to the government, although not rightl 


_ conſtituted, and defired them to do according as they found 
themſelves warranted in their commiſſion and inſtructions,” 
T am fince convinced, that I might have dealt more freely, 
and ſhewed them, that I thought their proceedings were 
not conſonant to their inſtructions, and that the hone 
in Scotland, would not be ſatisfied with them; and 
that ſo far as I could diſcern, there was no appearance 
of a bleſſing from God upon the treaty ; but partly I ſay 
ſuch a torrent in carrying on that buſineſs, partly I ſome- 
what doubted my own judgment, and partly my weaknek 
of nature made me neglect that duty. K ad, 
After this Mr. 7am Dalrymple ſecretary to the com- 
miſſioners, was ſent home to Scotland with the cloſed treat, 
1 thought to have written home my ſenſe of the whole 
buſineſs, but partly we were ſtrictly forbidden by the com- 
miſhoners, to divulge any thing of the treaty, or write any 
ting of it; and partly I had obſerved Mr. Dalrympl: : 
little too forward, for that ſame way of cloſing the treaty, 
Altho' great haſte was made to cloſe the treaty, yet aftc 
it was ended, we perceived no great haſte of going u 
Scotiarnd. ' . - Wy SO 
The Saturday before the king left Breda, to come to 
Scotland, we got notice about three or four of the clock 
inthe afternoon, that he was about to communicate kneeling 
the morrow after. We that were commiſſioners for the 
church, prepared a paper and preſented it to him, and boti 
in the paper and by ſpeech, ſhewed the ſin of ſo doing, and 
that it would provoke God fo blaſt all his deſigns, and whit 
inconveniency it might bring on his buſineſs, and confi- 
mation to all enemies, and what ſcandal to {ſuch as wer 
honeſt, and how it was againſt that which he had granted 
in his conceſſions, and would confirm ſome to think, that 
he was but dallying with God and wiꝙ us; we left bin 
to think upon it till after ſupper, but when we went to bin 
> | | MM 


=p, O£C© Oo” 59 © mn 2©= MR =©E Sq Ro Ma © © ww a 


Pd 


. 
we found: him tenaciouſly reſolute to continue his purpoſe, 


He ſaid, His father uſed always to communicate at 


Chriltmals , "Eaſter, and Whitſunday, and he behoved to 
do ſo likewiſe, and chat people would think ſtrange of him, 
if having reſolved to communicate he ſhould forbear it, and 


that he did it to procure a bleſſing from God on his intended 


voyage.” We ſhewed him that we feared the Lord ſhould 
indeed declare whether he. approved that his way or not; 
and earneſtly preſſed he would forbear, ſeeing altho ths 
action were never ſo lawful, he might upon ſome conſidera- 
tions forbear it; but we could not prevail. He did com- 


municate kneeling, and beſides ſome diſorder committed 


by the chaplain, Bramble, who was once pretended Biſhop 
of Derry, and did give the bleſſing after the action. It 

was abundantly known to all the commiſſioners, that moſt 
of all the malignants and evil inſtruments about the king 


were intending to go to Scotland with him; yet no effectual 


courſe was taken to debarr them, altho it was one of the 
inſtructions to urge the ſame. 


On Saturday thereafter when all the 33 were 


ere except Caſſi /s and Lothian; who were with the king 


at-Un/lidyke , the new letters and inſtructions from the 8 


parliament and commiſſion of the kirk, were brought, 
wherein they declared their diſatsfaction with the treat 


5 


and fuch other things to be obtained; and declared the 


treaty otherways to be null and void, and the perſons 


names were {et down who ſhould be left bs Helland. Theſe _ 


came to the two lords, and being read by them, and, as 


ſome ſay, ſhown to Hamiltoun and Lauderdale, who were 
expreſly by theſe inſtructions forbidden to come to Scotland, 


were ſent aboard to us. How welcome theſe were to ſome 
of us is not caly to expreſs; others, as particularly Lyþ- 


bertoun, were not ſo well ſatisfied with them, but preſently 
we took boat to go aſhore, with reſolution not to come 
aboard till we had obtained ſatis faction to the parliament. 


The wind did not ſuffer us to go aſhore at Torbay, which 


was the next way to Unſliayte, but put us to Savelin, 


where ne about r Het . not 1 able to go in 
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Waggons to Torbay, the ſea being full, we ſent two on 
3 foot to Torbay to meet the lords, if they ſſiould come 
a thither before we came at them, to deſire them not to go 
=. aboard, till we ſhould come to them. For we were afraid 
that after theſe letters, (altho the wind was contrary) both 
| the king and lords, and the malignants, who ſhould have 
ſetrpaid behind, ſhould make haſte to go aboard before any 
mamaoore treaty. We ourſelves behoved to go about by the 
Hague, and rode all night, and coming to Un/lidyke about 
break of day, or a little after, found that the king and 
all were gone. We followed ſo faſt as we could to Torbay, 
but all were gone aboard; the two that we had Tent met 

the lords, and ſpoke as we had deſired them; but they 

ſaid Lothian would needs go aboard with the king, and 
drew Caſſils along with him. When we were ſtanding 
amazed on the ſhore, one Mr. Meter of Amflerdan 
comes to go aboard, and warn the king, that the parliament 
ol England had twenty two ſhips at ſea to wait for him. 
He going aboard in a boat, Libbertoun without, more ado, 
runs to the boat to go aboard to the reſt, and after him Sir 
John Smith upon his call, in the ſame boat. Brody, Mr, 
Faffray, and we three miniſters ſtaid. Some of us may 
| Tay, we never ſaw a heavier day than that Sabbath was. 
Aſter prayer together and apart, when we were conſulting 
What to do, Mr. James Wood's opinion was to go aboard; 
ſaying that it was a pity that the king and my lord Cafil: 
ſhould be there and none to preach to them. Brody, and 
Alexander Faffray ſaid, it were to have been wiſhed that 
they had ſtaid aſhore, but now as matters ſtood, it was bell 
to go aboard and diſcharge their truſt, in the laſt inſtructions 
from the parliament; Mr. George Hutchiſon inclined to the 
- ſame. For my part I told, I had no light, nor inclination 
to go aboard: I thought both in regard of the profane 
malignant company, and in regard how matters. ſtood in 
the treaty, we were taking along the plague. of God to 
Scathand, and I ſhould not defire to go along, but would 
go back to Rotterdam, and come with the firſt conveniency. 
Hereat Mr. Hutcbiſon ſaid he would go back with me, and 
not let it be ſaid, that I was left alone in a ſtrange N 
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| {urged him, that ſeeing his ſight ſerved him to go aboard. 
he would not draw back from it for me. As for me, 1 
nad Edward Gilleſpie, who brought us the parliaments 


letters, and John Don, and my brother Andrew Stevenſett 


to go along with. He perſiſted that he would go with me, 


yet thereby my mind would not incline to go; aboard, By 


this time a boat“ comes from the King's ſhip, and letters 


from the two lords, deſiring us, as we would not marr the 


buſmeſs of the king and Kingdom, to come aboard: yer for 
Al this my mind was bent for Noterdam. At laſt Brody, 
and Mr. Hutchiſon propounded, that 1 ſhould only go to 
the ſhip fide, and there the reſt ſhould come down to the 


boat, that we might ſpeak a little of our buſineſs, and I 


| ſhould take my leave of them, arid come aſhore again in the 


fame boat: to this, altho unwillingly, I did agree. When 


the boat was come to the ſhip ſide, and the reſt gone up, 
1 ſtaid in the boat looking they ſhould come down ; but 


Caffils and Mr. Hutchiſon came and called me up, ſaying, 
it would be unſeemly for commiſſioners of the kingdom of 


Scotland, in fight of ſo many onlookers, to come to an 
open boat to ſpeak to any buſineſs, and deſired that I. 


would only come a little to the gunner- room and. ſpeak 


with them, and the boat ſhould be ſtaid till I ſhould go 


back. I went up and defired a young man that was 


with me to wait that the boat ſhoald not go away. But 
within a little while he comes and tells, that the boat was 
gone and under ſail, Whether this was done of purpoſe, 


men making a mock of pecyiſhneſs and folly as they thought, 
or othetwiſe, I will not determine; but I looked upon my 


ſelf as in little other condition than a priſoner. That night 
when they were confultiog what to do in reference to their 
laſt inſtructions, Lothian and Libberton were of the mind, 


that no application ſhould be made to the king about theſe 
late inſtructions, till they arrived im Sc:z/and, ſaying, that 
if they did, it would provoke the king to take ſome other 


courſe,” and not go to Scotland at all. The next day, ! 
not being well, and having but very ill accommodation in. 
that ſhip wherein the king was, Mr. 7efrey and 1 went 
aboard another ſhip, calle@ the Sur of Jm/terdam, where | 
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we ſtaid for ſeveral days, till we were again called . 


the king's ſhip, and conſultation had what to do in reference 
to the new inſtructions. If it had not been that Sir 704; 
Smith, who uſed not before in his vote to differ from L;. 
thian; and Libberton, Had given his vote for applications, 
chere had none been made before we had come to Scotland. 


but he and Brody, and Mr. Jehrey, being for applications, 


tas carried by one vote; and ſo papers were prepared and 


given to the king, who by his next papers defired to know 


whether the commiſſioners would ſtand to their firſt agree. 


ment, and give him aſſurance of honour, ſafety and "ie | 


in Scotland, as they had done before. When much debate 
to and again had been uſed for many days, and at laſt papers 


had been. prepared by commulhoners both of State and 


Church "Ag exoneration, and 1n ſhort giving up the treaty, 
and when there was no appearance of ſatisfaction, but rather 


of the contrary, all of a ſudden, on the Friday before we 
came aſhore in Scotland, Libberton comes from the king, 
and tells, That the king was ready to {wear and ſubſcribe 

the covenant. This was ſuſpicious like to ſome of us, 


_ _ eſpecially ſeeing ſome other things which ſhould have been 
granted before that, were not then agreed to, and that the 
parliament in theſe laſt inſtructions, had not deſired the 
king” 8 ſubſcribing and ſwearing the covenant, but an obli- 
gation to do it. But theſe other things were afterwards 
granted that day. And becauſe ere we came'out of Scotland, 
it was deſired, 1 if che king could be moved to ſwear the 
covenant in Holland, it ſhould be fo done, the commiſſioners 
reſolved that they would aceept of his ſwearing and ſub- 
ſcription. . It was laid on me to preach the next Sabbath 
when he ſhould ſwear it, and to read the national covenant 
and ſolemm league, and take his cath; the which day alſo 


we came to an anchor at the mouth of the Seh. I would 


glavlly have put it off till we had been · in Scotland, or that 
ſome of the other two miniſters ſhould preach, but all the 
reſt preſſed moſt earneſtly, urging what a great ſcandal it 
would be; and how far honeſt men would be diſſatisſied, 
il the ling s offer of S covenant ſhould be rejected. 
* ä According 
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3 to my ſoftneſs and Gillineſs of fallpolrion, r was 
moved to agree. 
on the Sabbath morning e we met for ſermon, ne 
told me that- the king was minded to ſpeak ſome words 
when he ſwore the covenant, that what hs did ſhould not 
import any infringing of the Jaws of the kingdom of Eng- 
land ; In that way be ſaid, he behoved to prevent the 
ſtumbling his Engliſh ſubjeQs, becauſe in the declaration 
' annexed to the covenant which he was to ſwear, he bound 
himſelf to confirm acts, bills or ordinances of the parliament 
of England, ratifying the /olemn league and covenant: 
which acts and ordinances were expired with the late king. 
I went to the reſt of the commiſſioners and told them; and 
we all went to the king and told him, that we could not 
receive his oath, if he added any thing to the words that 
were to be read, that would declare the oath no oath. He 
preſſed much and long that he behoved to do it; fo that I 
began to be hopeful his ſwearing might be put off for that 
„day. At laſt he ſaid, he would forbear to ſpeak theſe 
© © words. Yet I urged, that ſeeing both he and we were in 
Sy ſome heat and diſtemper by that diſpute, that his ſwearing 
nicht be forborn till another day; but both he and the 
* commiſſioners preſſed, that it ſhould not be delayed. For 
the outward part of ſwearing and ſubſcribing the covenant, 
the king performed any thing that could have been require 
but it ſeems to have been the guilt not of the commiſſioners 
l, only, but of the whole kingdom, of the State, yea, of the 
Church, who knew the terms whereupon the State was to 
admit him to his government, yet without any evidence 
of a real change upon his heart; and without forſaking 
former principles, counſels and company; yea when, as 
0 ſome ſay, letters found among James Graham's papers did 
9 eidenee the contrary, yet they proceeded to admit him 
to the exerciſe of his government; whereas by the laſt 
inſtructions by the parliament, which came to the com- | 
* miſhoners hands in Holland, ere the king and they came | | 
} aboard, ten or twelve perſons expreſly 3 ſhould not 
ry have come home, yet ] theſe perſons except two or three 
ho were not preſent, 0 come along ty Scotlaud. Nei- 
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all in the country; and at this time did Caf ls to my 
obſervation, give ſome evidence of declining; or from the 
very time that theſe laſt inſtructions came, he did always 
declare himſclt difſatisfied, 'that the parliament ſhould have 
contronled any thing of their proceedings in the treaty, till 
they had been preſent to anſwer for themſelves. After we 
had landed I few behind, and left the king and the court, 
and never did ſee him again but one blink in Dundee as 1 
was coming homeward. After we were come to Edinburgh, 


the general afſenbly being fitting, and Mr. Hutchiſon and 


I being deſired to make "relation to the aſſembly, of the 


proceedings of the treaty, we firft committed what we had 
drawn up to ſome miniſters in private, and told them of the 


king's kneeling at the communion, and of the paper which 
we had given him thereabout, and fome of thoſe things 
abore- mention d; but they deſired us to forbear the men- 
tioning of that paper in the aſembly or any thing that might 
tend to make the king or his way odious, in the entry of his 
government; und we at their deſire did forbear. 

The while I was in Holland, my wife riding by the miln 


of Nether Ancrum, through the unſkilfulneſs of the ſervant - 


that rode before her, fell in the miln-dam, and was carried 


don the troughs, till with her body ſhe Ropped the outet 


wheel then faſt going. Providence ſo ordered, that the 
wheel wanting one of the awes, and juſt over-againſt that 
part of the wheel which wanted that piece of timber, her 


body was'drawn down and ſo ſtopped the going of the mily, 


and continued in that caſe, the water ſtill falling about her, 
till a gentleman, who faw her, and was about half a quarter 
af a mile diſtant, came running, and cauſed the people to 
go within the miln, and turn the outer wheel back, and fo 
got her out and carried her home. She was all bruiſed, 
and on the third day a ſore fever ſeized her, yet it pleaſed 
the Lord that A recovered, and wrote to me to Holland, 
. Wy: * thought ſhe was Ne an emblem of what our 
| treaty 


ther did the commiſſioners of the State make any application 

to the king, by a ſubſcribed paper about that article -f 
their inſtructions, till two days after he was landed in 
Scotland at the-Bague of Geigh, at which time they were 
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I wok my leave of the king at Dundee, I being alone with 


dim, begged liberty to uſe ſome freedom with him; which 


he granted; after 1 had ſpoken ſome things about his 


carriage, I propounded, that he ſaw the E nglifh army, 


.nimated by many victories, for his fake coming in upon 
bertland, which at preſent was in a very low condition, 
aud therefore that he might with his council deviſe ſome 
way to divert the preſent ſtroke, by a declaration or ſome 
ſuch way, wherein he needed not quit or weaken his 


ncht co the crown of England, only ſhow that for the 
preſent, he was not to proſecute his title by the ſword, but 


wait till their confuſions being evaniſhed, they were in 
better caſe to be governed, and till he were called by the 


people there; which I was confident a ſhort while's good 


government in Scotland would cafily produce. He was 
not pleaſed to reliſh the motion, and ſaid, he hoped 1 
would not wiſh him to ſell his father's blood. By that 
and ſome other paſſages of my life I gathered, that either 
| was not called to meddle in any public State matters, or 
that my meddling ſhould have but ſmall ſucceſs; for in 


the year 1654. when I was in London, I propounded to 
the lord protector, that he would take off the heavy fines, _. 


which they had laid on ſeveral in Scotland; which neither 
they were able to pay, and the payment would ahenate 


their minds the more; He ſeemed to like the overture; 
but when he had ſpoken with his council, many of them 
being to have a ſhare in theſe fines, they went on in their 


e. LIST 5 
The general aſſembly appointed ſome minifters, and 


among them me alſo, to wait on the army, and the com- 


mittee of eſtates that reſided with the army; But the 
apprehenſion and fear of what enſued, made that I had no 
freedom to go thither, and ſo went home, till we got the 


ſad news of the defeat at Dumbar. After that I got alſo 
ktters from them that were in Dumfries, who were upon 


the fide of the remonſtrance, to come and join with them; 


but I had not clearneſs to go. Some while after I went 
io Stirling, to the commiſtion of the kirk; and there in a 


great 


reaty was like to bring on the church and land. When 


hs of 


> over-ruledbyſomeorhers, I had not made a perfect narraio I fi 
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U — declared. 5 ſenſible I Was, hs being 


of the treaty in the general aſſembly. The Winter aſter 
the defeat of Dumbar, I ſtaid at home, as did moſt of the 
© miniſters and gentry of the South, and fo were in a fu 
better condition than thoſe of ſome. other parts, where the 
miniſters. and gentry went to the North-lide of Forth; for 
the Engliſh. army deſtroyed. almoſt: all that they left. 
Sometimes ſome of the Engliſh quartered in my houſe, but 
neither many nor long. While they ſtaid, I did neither 
eat nor drink with any of them, nor hardly ſpoke with 
. them, por ever went on buſineſs to any of their officers, 
Vea, when general Cromwel wrote to me from Edinburgh, 
to come and ſpeak to him, I excuſed myſelf. 
That Winter the unhappy buſineſs %ell out about the Nen 
| 1 reſolutions. My light carried me to join with them the 
Gs prevented againſt theſe reſolutions, and the aſſembly {Wo 
that followed thereafter: and I was preſent at the firt Nan 
meeting of ſome of the proteſters in the Weſt at Kilmarnoct, Ian 
thereafter at ſeveral of their meetings; but indeed I was il 
not ſatisfied in my mind, that the proteſters kept ſo many be 
meetings, ſo numerous, and of ſo long, continuance, which {Wm 
I thought made the diviſion wider, and more conſpicuous Wis 
than otherwiſe it would have been, and — I ſad th 
from many meetings. vi 
About two or three years aſhes: the Engl; iſh had i in a No 
manner ſubdued the land, there began ſome reviving of the I 
work — p99; God in the land. In ſeveral parts ſundry were 
brought in by the miniſtry of the word; . which I 
there were ſome alſo in the pariſh of Hvcraim, and other Ito 
parts of the South. In Tivietdale and the Merſe, com- WP 
munions were very lively and much frequented. We had 
ſeveral monthly meetings in theſe two ſhires. The mini- 
ſters in that co * with whom J kept moſt correſpon · 
dence, were in edburgh presbytery where I lived, Meſſts. 
James Ker at Abotrule, John Scot at Oxnam, and my ſon- 
72 John Scot at Hawick. In other presbyteries, Meſſrs. 
nr at Lauder (who thercatter went to Szirling) 
22 e at n Jobn Le citch at I Veftruther, 
| James 


7 


Jamiſon at Sguinton, David Douglas at Hilton, Fames 
Tweedie at Culdon, Thomas Ramſay at Mordington, Luke 
tie Cole at Berwick, The gentlemen in that country with 
for N whom 1 converſed moſt, were, Sir Andrew. Ker of Green- 
eſt. Wl lead, Sir William Scot of Harden, Sir Gideon Scot of 
bur I Hayche/ter, Sir Walter Riddel of That Ilk, and his fon; 
her I Valter Pringle of Greenknow, George Pringle of Torwood- 
vith WY lie, Alexander Pringle of Whitebank ; and their ladies 
rs, Malo. As alſo the lady Stabe, the lady Newton, and Mrs. 
v6, N Elliet of Craigend. All theſe I lobked upon as well 


affected perſons, and have been often well refreſhed at 


the M exerciſe in their houſes, and at communions where ſome of 


em nem had intereſt, and at communions with ſeveral of the 


10% I uniſters before-mentioned, all within the province of Merſe 


art and Tiviotdale, and at Borthwick, Ormiſton, Whitekirk, 


xt, Mad Inneræuict, within the province of Edinburgh. 

was A motion being made at one communion, about chriſtians 
any MW honouring God with their ſubſtance, the gentlemen above 
named, together with moſt of the miniſters before - men- 
tioned , and ſome few other profeſſors, agreed among 


the youth in learning. | 


ere hn Summer 1654. Mr. Patrick Gilleſpie, Mr. ohn 
ich N Menzier and I, were called by letters from the Protector 
her to come to London: I went becauſe he had the preſent 

m- power over the land, and I hoped we might procure ſome 


dad good to Scotland. I went the rather, becauſe at that time, 


ni- te Moſr-rroopers were in the night-time ſeeking for me 


at my houſe, and I was not like to be long in ſafety; but 


on · | 
rs, being at London, I found no great advantage, fo I left the 
2n- Mother two there, and came home. After that the pariſh 
Ts, Mot Killinchie in Ireland where I had formerly been, ſent _ | 


) commiſſioner once and again, with a call to me to return 


er, No them. If I could have obtained fair looſing, my mind 


ves Inclined ſomewhat to have · gone, becauſe of the preſent 
7 "5, 5,” > Un 


| : 3 3 * ( 35 ) | . 5 : : | 5 » . 
[| James Kirkton at Merton, William Elliot at Taro, John 
Sumervail at Ednam, Samuel Row at Sprouſton, Edward 


themſelves, and ſubſcribed to give a certain portion yearly, 
which came in all to 50 Lib. ſter. a year, and was employed 
1 a ody upon diſtreſſed chriſtians, and breeding of hopeful | 
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had more need, and more appearance of 
a time both before and after, I found that things L inch? 
to were ned, watt Fell e ere 8 
The ſynod of Merye and Tiviotdale refuſed to looſe me, 
.  andfive or fx minitters in other parts, on whoſe judgmend 
Irehed; difſwaded me; only they adviſed me that I ſhould 
faſt nike & n to Taler therefore in Summer 1656, 
I went oyer; and our friends in Trvioraaie put themſcligy 
to the trouble, to ſend collonel Ker, and Mr. John Scy 
of Oxnam along, to ſee the caſe of Ireland. When I came 
I could not get preaching in Killinchie any way as in former 
times, and that I took as a declaration of the Lord's mind, 
that I ſhould not go to ſettle there; yea, Idid not find abore 
two or three families, nor above ten or twelve perſons tha 
had been in that pariſh when 1 was there. 80 great: 
change had the rebellion and devaſtation brought, and tha 
all almoſt were new inhabitants. I preached in ſever 
parts, and at ſore communions, and was at a great meeting 
of their presbytery in the Nerth, which was more like a 
| ſynod; where were 30 or 36 miniſters, and ruling elder 
from 60 or 80 pariſhes, and that presbytery was divided 
in three ſeveral committees, that met apart in three ſeverd 
parts of the country. One of theſe committees had 20 0 
24 vacant pariſhes, which they ſupplied ſending two ct 
three miniſters at once to viſit for two or three months, 
and after that others by turns. The chief of theſe miniſter 
that I was acquainted with, were, Meſirs. John Gre 
miniſter at Neuteun, Andrew Stuart at Donechadee, 


. William Richardſon at Killileach, Andrew MacCormict 


at Macheraly, John Dryſdale at Portefery, Thomas Pee. 


| Gles at Dundonald, Patrick Adair at Carncaſtle, Thomas 


Hall at Loughlern, Robert Cunningham at Brodiſland, 
Andrew Kennedy at Temple*patrick, Thomas Crawfurd ut 
Dunagore, David Battle at Balemanoch, John Do uglaſi 
at B raid, Samuel Ker at Bellemonie, Jeremiah Oquein 
at Gabriel Cornwel, William Semple at Kilcoun, 


W ugh Cunninghang at Ray, William Moorcraft at Newtoun 


Stuart, Afterwards owe more n were _ 
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the North of Ireland, ſo that in all they were above 60. 
and Killinchie was well provided by Mr. Michael Bruce. 
As I returned I ſtaid ſome few days to ſee friends in Gal- 
laway, amongſt whom I had dwelt before. I was at a 
communion at Stranrawer, and another at Air, before I 
came home. During my abode in Ireland, being occaſi- 
onally at Dublin; the council there urged me to accept a 
charge in Dublin, and offered me 200 Lib. fer. a year, 
but that was to me no temptation, ſeeing I was not looſed 
from Aucrum, and if I had been, I. was refoived rather to 
ſettle at Kilinchie, among the Scots in the North, than 
any where elle. e 
When in Sammer 1660. the word came of the king's 
being called home, I clearly foreſaw there would enſue an 
overturning of the whole work of reformation, and a trial 
to all who would adhere thereunto. In the year 1662. 
after the parliament and council had by proclamations, 
ordered all miniſters who had come in ſince the year 1649. 
and had not kept the 297% of May as a holiday, either to 
acknowle d ge the prelates or remove, I might well foreſee 
a ſtorm was coming. At the laſt communjon we had at 
Ancrum on the 12 of October, and which was more frequent 
than any before; after ſermon on the Monday it pleaſed . 
the Lord, I got my mouth opened in a reaſonable large 
diſcourſe, *® about the grounds and encouragements to 
ſuffering, for the preſent contrgverſy of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, in the appointing of the government of his houſe; 
and in a manner took my leave, altho' I knew nothing of 
what was then in hand, and followed ſhortly after; but 

on the 20 of November, I got letters from ſome friends in 
Edinburgh, that upon the 18 of that month, the council 
had ordained 12 or 16 miniſters to be brought before them, 
whereof I was one; I went preſently to Edinburgh, and 
kept myſelf cloſe for ſome days, till I ſhould in a private 
way ſearch and get Tome notice what they were minded 
to do: for if they ſhonld only proceed to baniſnment, as 

they had the year beſore done to Mr. Macward and Mr. 
9 3 H Simpſon, 1 
* See the ſubſtance of that diſcourſe ſubjoined at the end 
of this life, | g | . 


EY 


- 


( 58 | 
6 altho? the citation had 


not / come to me; but if that I found that they were upon 
ſuch a deſign as againſt Mr. Guthrie, that my life were in 
danger, I was minded to lurk, and not to appear, ſeeing 
I was not cited nor apprehended. But finding their ſentences 
would be only baniſhment, and Mr. Trail having got that 
ſemence on the gth of December, being called before the 
council, did on the 11th of December appear. 

I have in another . 1 


before he council;® the ſum of all came to this, They 


me to ſubſcribe: the bath which they called the 
oath of allegiance, wherein the king was to be acknow- 
ledged ſupreme governour over all perſons, and in all cauſes 
both civil and eccleſiaſtic. This Lkhow well was contrived 
by chem, in ſo general, ambiguous and comprehenſive terms, 
that it might import the receding from the covenant for 
reformation, and the owning as lawful the bringing in of 
the Biſhops. And the Summer before, when ſome miniſters 


of the Weſt had given in their ſenſe, that they would 


2 1. Page 144: 


acknowletige the king ſupreme. civil governour, even in 
ecclefiaſtic matters, that ſenſe was rejected. Therefore I 
refuſed to take ſome time to adviſe about the matter, as 
ſome who had been before them had done. This 1 thought 
Vvould import that I was not fully clear, nor reſolved in the 
mater and would both render myſelf obnoxious to many 
and offend and — many others: There: 

fore L told, I needed not take time, ſeeing 1 was abundantly 
_ Clear, that I could not take that oath. This made them 
the ſharper againſt me: They pronounced the ſentence of 
baniſhment, That within 48 hours, I ſhould depart Edin - 
1 and go to the Naorth-fide of Tay, and within two 
. of all the king's dominions. The while 
I was in the outer-houſe before the council-houſe door, 
being-removet till the council adviſed about my ſentence; 
there being preſent ſeveral of my friends, and a greæt many 
other pro, one n aue, came to * who once 
had 


» US a copy of this paper in files ite, Vol. f 


ü 5 


* 


3 08 25 es 


7 QA X 


Py, oe << 4 < (> Fr WW. wi © fs f Fr, 4 


wm 1 0 wow aa SW of Tv 


ad # 
| +, 
; 46 


9 
LN 


had been a profeſſor, and thereafter had _ an antirios _ 
man, whole renouncing of antinomianiſim, I got from 
Mr. William Struthers of Edinburgh, and have yet by me, 
and who alſo turned again to the ſame opinion and practices, 


and when I was in Atllincbie in Ireland, he going through 


the country came thither, and on a Sabbath when we bad 


2 communion, I perceived him ſitting at the table, and 
t 


an elder to remove him becauſe of his ſcandal : This 
man being one of the Macers, began a diſcourſe to another 


Macer, railing on them that would not in all things give 


obedience to the king's commandment. After I had been 
long ſilent, all 1 ſaid at laſt was, The king's commandment 


uaſ, ſaying, anſwer him not. This 1 ne enraged ! 


him the more. i 

After boys days, having 4 lewe of my friends i in 
E dinburgb, I Vent to Leith, and thereafter upon petition, 
in regard 1 — — J obtained — to ſtay 
in Leith till I ſhould remove. I petitioned but for a Sow 
days to go home to ſee my, wife and children, but it was 


refuſed; I alſo petitioned once and again for an extract of 


my ſentence; ; but 2 not obtain it. During my ſtay in 


Leith, I was every day almoſt through the i day 
' viſited by ſome Pref = of Edinburgh, and ſome _ 
parts of the country.” A roll of theſe that viſited me, I 


have ſet down in another paper apart. In that time through 
cold, I took a pain and weakneſs in my loins, that for 

ſandry days, I was not able to ſtep, or put on or off my 
own-clothes, yet in a month's time it departed. I had 
taken the like before in Summer 1661. in Edinburgh, that 


kept me longer, ſo as I was forced to be taken home in a 


ſedan, and for ſeveral Sabbaths was carried to the church 


in a chair. I was many a time in Leith well refreſhed in 
conference and prayer with thoſe. that came to viſit 1 me, 


dd had the . of ay many friends when. I went 
aboard, 


At laſt in April 1 I went aboard old John Allan's | 
ſhip, and in eight days came to Rotterdam. When I arrived 
there, I found before me the reſt of the baniſhed miniſters,” 1 
giz, Meſirs. Robert Trail miniſter at E dinburgh, * | * 


A : "Wy 


| | ” ,F | 
+4 Nxvy at Newmnilns, AN. 3 at Glaſocw, James Mis 
Sippen at Airth, John Brown at Wamphray, and James WW wa 
E © Gardiner at Saddle. Here I got frequent occaſion of | 19 
F preaching in the Scots congregation, ' In December 1663, nt 
my wife came to me and brought two of the children, the ¶ vro 
other five were left in Scatland. Hitherto I can ſay during bim 
my abode in Rotterdam, I have been in my body as free {els 
. of pain and ſickneſs, and in my mind as free of anxiety, Wen 
as ever I have been all my life during ſo long time, and Vas 
I make account that my lot is a great deal eaſier, than tha For 
„ on on $74 ro 
Now when I look back upon the whole, I find, that the but 
Lord hath given me a body not very ſtrong, and yet not pau 
weak. I have ſometimes continued reaſonable long riding, ind 
both journey and poſt without great wearying. I hardly Wu 
remember that I wearicd in reading and ſtudying, altho' wb 
I have continued ſome ſeven or eight hours without riſing. ber 
I bave had my ſtomach as well after reading a whole day, a) 
as after riding or any other exerciſe. | Since I began to 
preach I hardly ever uſed any bodily recreation or ſport, ſon 
except walking, nor had I need of any other. There was IW# 
only two recreations I was in danger to be takkn with. The kin 
one I had not the occaſion of but ſome five or ſix times, MM 
and that about 40 years ago. It was hunting on horſe-back, WW 
but I found it very bewitching. The other was ſinging in D, 
confort of muſick, wherein I had ſome little ſkill and took 00 
great delight, but it is 36 years ago ſince I uſed it. I had un 
twice a hot fever, once in the ſchool of Stirling, and again I" 
Anne, 1622, in Lanerk. From 14 years of age till 40, 
had ſereral fits of the gravel, but hardly ever took it, but 4 
when ſome outward evident cauſe brought it on, ſuch as, ln 
 - faſting, watching, wetneſs and cold in my feet, orimmo- Ib 
derate ſtudy, I was of a wateriſh conſtitution; and ſome» I 
times troubled with the tooth-ach. I thought the uſe of 1 
tobacco helped me. Twice through cold, I had ſuch a - I”! 
pain in the lower part of my back, as I could hardly ſtir, ſt 
ence in Edinburgh, and again in Leith. I was always WY 
ort · ſichted. and could not well diſcern any thing afar oft, I 0 
baut hitherto have found no need of ſpectacles, and can read Ml 
E . | ag | 
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phe at ſmall print, with as a lle Eg 4 with as SY 
wearying as almoſt any other... A inclination and diſpo- 
gon was generally ſoft, - s, averſe from debates, 


I ;ather given to lazineſs thah raſhneſs, and eaſy to be 


wrought upon. I cannot ſay what Luther affirmed of 
himſelf concerning covetouſneſs, but I may ſay I have been 
(6 troubled with covetouſneſs and cares than many other 
evils. I rather inclined to ſolitarineſs than company. I 
was much troubled with wandering of mind andidle thoughts. 
For outward things I never was rich, and I never was in 
want, and I do not remember that ever I borrowed money, 
but once in Jre/and 5 or, 6 Lib. fterl. and got it ſhortly 
nid. I chooſed rather to want ſundry things than to be 
2 debt... I never put any thing to the fore of any maintain- 
ance T had, yea, if it had not been for what I got with my 
wife, and ** the death of her brother, and ſome others of 
her friends, I could hardly have maintained my family, by 5 
any ſtipend I had in all the three places I was in. | 
As for my ſpiritual condition, I cannot deny, but 90 
ſometimes both in public and private, I have found the 
Lord work upon my heart, and give confirmations of 
kindneſs and engagements to his ſervice; but I do not 
remember any particular time of converſion, or that I was 
nuch caſt down or lifted up. I do remember one night inthe . 
Dean of Kilmarnock, having been moſt of the day before in 
company with ſome of the people of Stuartoun, who were 
under rare and fad exerciſes of mind, I lay down in ſome 
hearineſs that I never had experience of any ſuch thing. 
That night in the midſt of my ſleep, there came upon me 
ſuch a terror of the wrath of God, that if it had increaſed a 


nal degree higher, or continued a minute longer, .1 had 


been in as dreadful a condition as ever living man was in, 

but it was inſtantly removed, and I thought it was ſaid to 
me within my heart, See what a fool thou art to defrre the 
thing thou couldft not endure. And that which I thought 


krange was, that neither the horror nor the eaſe out of it 


vakened me out of my fleep, but I ſlept till the morning, 
only the impreſſion of it remained freth' with me for a 
— ume. thereafter, | As ö my gift of 


/ 
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had ſpent the whole night before in conference and prayer, 


? (6 ) 1 
preaching, E never attained to any accuracy therein, ang 
through lazineſs I did not much endeavour it. I uſe 
ordinarily to write ſome few notes, and left the enlargement 
to the time of the delivery. I found that much ſtudyin 
did not fo much help me in preaching, as the getting of 
my heart brought to a ſpiritual diſpoſition ; pea, ſometime 


my own pre on. Many a time I found that which 
Vas ſuggeſ in the delivery, was more refreſhfy] 


to myſelf, and edifying to the hearers, than what I had 
premeditated. I was often much deſerted and caſt down 
in preaching, and ſometimes tolerably aſſiſted. 1 never 
preached a ſermon that I would be earneſt to ſce again in 
writ, but two. The one was at a communion on 2 
Monday at the kirk of Shots, and the other on a Monday 
after a communion in Ho/yword. And both theſe times [ 


with ſome chriſtians, without any more than ordinary pre- 
paration: otherwife, my gift was rathe® ſuited to ſimple 
common people, than'to learned judicious auditors. I could 
hardly ever get my own ſermons repeated, neither could 
get the ſame ſermon preached twice, altho' to other hearers, 
I thought it became taſteleſs both to myſelf and others. 
have ſometimes after ſome years, preached on the fame 
text, but then I behoved' to make uſe of new notes. Had 
I in a right manner believed and taken pains, it had been 
better for myſelf; but by a lazy truſting to aſſiſtance in 
the mean time, I kept myſelf bare-handed all my days. 
J had a kind of coveting when I got leiſure and opportunity 
to read much, and of different fubje&s; and I was oft 


«42 challenged, that my way of reading was like fome mens 
luſt, after ſuch a kind of play or recreation. I uſed to read 


much too faſt, and ſo was ſomewhat pleaſed in the time, 
but retained little. My memory was wateriſh and weak, yet 
had I improved it, I might have had better uſe of it; for after 
that I came from the college, 1 did with no great difficulty 
attain to ſome tolerable inſight in the Hebrew, Chaldee, 
and ſomewhat alſo of the Syriach: the Arabict I did eflay, 

| Sut the vaſtueſs of it made me give it oyer. I got alſo ſ 


= C i es ̃] U —ͤ¹ll . , wo tn ]., , ol he be VI 0. 


much 


_— 


(63 

a I could make uſe of ſundry of their books, and 
of the Spaniſh and high Dutch, that I could make uſe of 
their bibles. 1 REY 2 | | 8 1 


ach of the French, the Italian, and after that of the Jow + 


* 8 


It was. ONCE Or TWICE laid on me by the general aſembiy, 


to write the hiſtory of the church of Scotland, ſince the 
late reformation 1638. but beſide my inability for ſuch 
mn undertaking, and my lazy diſpoſition, I could by no 
means procure the materials fit for ſuch a work. Þ _-- 
Now ſince I came to Holland, and ſo had more leiſure 
man before, when I was deviſing how to employ my time 
to ſome advantage; I remembred that I had ſpent ſome 
of my former years in the ſtudy of the Hebrow language, 
and had a great defire that ſome means might be uſed, 
that the knowledge of the only true God might be yet more 
flentifully had, both by miniſters and profeſſors, out of 
the Original text, and for that cauſe, in as ſmall a volume 
might be, the original text of the Bible might be printed 
in the one column, and the ſeveral vulgar tran/ations 


thereof, in the other column in ſeveral Bibles. Therefore 


when I thought what Latin tranſlation would be fit to join 
with the original text, for a Latin Bible, 1 found that for 


the old teſtament, Funius's-verlion varies much from the 


verſion as Montanus hath helped it, comes indeed near 


the Hebrew ; but if printed and read alone, in many places 


it yields almoſt no ſenſe; therefore I thought Pagnin's 
own trarflation, would be fitter to put in a columm over 


againſt the Hebrew, only that it were needful, that in 
ſeyeral places it might be amended Out of | later and more 1 
accurate tran/iations. For this cauſe much of my time n 

Holland J ſpent, in comparing Pagnin's verſion with the 


original text, and with the later tran/lations, ſuch as 
Munſter's, the Tigurine, Junius, Diodate, the Emgliſh, 


but eſpecially the Durch, which is the lateſt and moft _ 
accurate tramſlation, being encouraged therein, and having 


the approbation of Voetius, Efenius, Nethenus and Len- | 


den; and ſo through the whole / teſtament wrote ſome 
.emendations on Pagnin's tr anflation, 1 alſo took ſome 


time 
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diverſe readings, and ſome explanatory notes, and ſyn 


ſince the year 1667. and thereafter, I have ſuch a conſtant 
pain in my bladder, eſpecially when I walk, that I hare 
been forced to take a houſe nearer the A. Yet neither 
I nor ſuch phyſicians as I confult, can be certain whether 


any at all. Otherwiſe, I bleſs the Lord, I ms hitherty 
no ory defect, either of body or mind. | 


5 Sou. chings were nobel to have been added to th 
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bi 69 memory, to tranſcribe the ſame literally; a 
therefore the Editor preſumes rather to give what he co 
C.eives to be the ſubſtance of the une . the copy itſelf, 


| 


. 
time in going through the Engliſh Bible, and wrote a fy 


reconciliations of ſeemingly contrary places, to have hes 
inſerted either among the marginal readings, or print 
in two or three ſheets in the end of the Bible : but th 
death of worthy John Graham provoſt of Glaſgow, y whi 
was ready to have borne moſt of the charges of printing, 
ſtopped both theſe enterprizes. Therefore upon a my. 
tion from doctor Leuſden, that a printer in Utrecht woull 
print a Latin Bible, having for the Old Teſtament, P,,. 
nin's tran/lation ſo amended, I ſent doctor Leuſden al 
theſg papers, but as yet have not heard of any thing done, 
Now, whether my conſtant fitting at theſe; ſtudies; 
one time upon buſineſs walking long to and again through 
the town, without rendring urine, fo as at laſt my urn 
was bloody, or any other former infirmiry, or age crecyin 
on may have been the occaſion, I cannot determine; but 


it be a ſtone, or only a carnoſity in my bladder. Alo 
my hand ſhakes ſo; that ſometimes I can hardly writ 


APPENDIX. 


foregoing /ife, as ſirſt a diſcourſe by Mr, Living/in, 
on Monday 13th October 1662. after the laſt communia 
he had at Ancrum, which he mentions with approbation: 
but the copy having only been taken from his mouth, b 
the pen of an innacurate amanuenſis, it were iwo 0 


Alt 
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2 removed from that 3 and that he might not get 
another opportunity to ſalute them, (which fell out according 
to his fears) he doth with a great deal of fervour and 


caffection teſtify his love to them, and his prayer that the 


Lord who bleſſeth the ſeed chat is ſown in the ground. 
might bleſs his labours among them, and make the. fruit 
thereof to appear when he was gone. 

Next he read to them Matib. x. 32. where Chriſt — 
Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, him will 


Iconſeſt alſo before my Father awhs is in heaven; and there- oy 


from had a ſpeech to this effect, © Chriſtianity is nothing 


| elſe now than it was formerly. There are four pillars in it, 


to | ſpeak ſo, A man believeth with the heart, and that 
ingeth in another, vis. Righteouſnefs 1 A third, Man 
eſſeth with his mouth, and that brings in a rind. | 

which accompliſheth all, viz. Salvation, There are two 

main ways whereby Satan prevails over poor Creatures, 

| pra he allures, and at other times he terrifies them. 
ere are the luſts of the fleſh, and the love of the world, 

anhof honour ; theſe engines have a kind of enticingquality, 


aud if they fail, he bends up terrors,and maketh them afraid. 
Now,as an antidote againſt theſe, our Lord holds forth the 


words which we have read; and, becauſe many are ready 
to find out ſtrange ways to ſave themſelves, their means 
and their life, he propones it very ſharply, Whoſoever denieth 
me (ſays he) before men, him will I deny, &c, Now this 
is the molt tickliſh point in all . divinity, and the rock on 
which many beat out their brains; Satan way-lays people, 


| and enticeth them to deny Is sus CHRIST, and alas that 
his influence is ſo great in the time wherein we live. Sme 


think if it were JESUS CuriIsT, and if it were a funda- 
mental point they were called to confeſs, they would ſtand 
for it with life and eſtate ; but it is thought that Chriſtians - 


now ſtand upon ſome things, that are but fancies and nice 


ſcrupuloſities, and if there be any thing in them, it is but 
aſmall matter; and ſhall a man veoture his life and all upon 


' a {mall thing? Well, if they be none of CirisT's ſmall 


wy” ** them 803 bur if ey be one of his truths, will 
I b „ 
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je call that a Gal thing? His ſmall 1 | 


things. It might be proven unto you, that there never 
was a | controverly ſince the beginning of the world, even 
the moſt momentous truths, - that was not ac- 
4 while it was an occaſion of trial; and 
that the thing which is now become the occaſion of trial to 
many, is no leſs chan the free exerciſe of the kingly and 
royal office of I sUSs CHRIST, in the difcipline and go- 
vernment of his houſe. But ſome of you will ſay, Thi 
is but 2 matter of diſcipline and government, and why need 
_ make ſo great ado about this? For filencing fuch ob- 
jections. let us uſe this compariſon; A gardner is appointed 
to keep his maſter's garden, and after a while he caſts down 
| the rails and hedges about the ſame: His maſter challenges 
him for doing ſo; The other anſwers, I have not meddled 
with your fruit-trees, your flowers nor your herbs, I have 
only caſt down the fences, and that is but a ſmall thing, 


You poſſibly reckon it ſo, ſays his maſter, but in doing be 


{mall thing, you open a gap for the beaſts to come in and 
ſpoil all. Our bleſſed Lo xD ja sus was of another mind, 
when he faid, The faithful ſervant is faithful in a little, 
and if it be a ſmall thing, the ſervant that is faithful in it, 


doth thereby teſtify his love to his maſter, as much as in 


a greater matter. Take another ſimilirude; A tenant, in 

his maſter's abſence, doth, upon the mtreaty of his neighbour 
tenant, give him a butt or half a ridge of ground: and 
When, at his maſter's return, he is challenged for ſuffering 


thing, Sir, and ye have ground enough beſides, Would 
his maſter accept that anſwer off his hand? Satan always 


= thapes a trial, and puts it to ſuch a frame he can draw to 


a ſmall point, and ſet it, as ye uſe to ſay, in aciem novaculi, 
like a razor's edge, that many think there is little between 
the two; and yet the one fide is a denying of CuRxISr, and 
che other a coafeſſing him. It may be you that are the 
people, think the miniſters too peremptory in theſe days, 
and that we might go on ſome length, that ye and/we may 


_ © abide together; it ſeems (ſay you) that we care little for 


you, when we * not yield ng; The Lord knows 
* | . 3 
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er to change his march- ſtone, he anſwers, It was a 
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any thing in aur power for your welfare; but we dare not 
exceed our inſtructions. Take this further ſimilitude; A 


certain man gets his maſter's flock to keep, and gets in- 
ſtructions to abide by his flock, and not to acknowledge any 
judicature beyond his border. Sometime after this, he is 


ſummoned. to a foreign court, with certification, if he re- 
fuſed to go, they would drive away the flock and ſpoil his 


maſter's goods. Now, ſays the man, I am in a ſtrait, If I 
80, I will betray my maſter's liberty;and if I go not, the flock 


whether or not we have love to you, and chat we could dp 


$ 


= 


vill be abuſed : but I remember my maſter gave me afſur- ; . 


. ance, that his flock; ſhall lack nothing, and ſhall get no 
hurt. Notwithſtanding, they will have the ſervant to go, 
and would perſuade him that it were better to acknowledge 
an unlawful court, and unlawful judges, than expoſe his 
maſter's flock to hazard: Nay, faith he, my maſter hath . 


given me aſſurance, that let his flock be driven and poinded 


as they will, and let them ſtand, as they uſe to ſay, till 


their chafts fall, yet they ſhall. never die for want, and 


betray my truſt. But ſay ſome, Why may ye not in 


ſuch a particular acknowledge the magiſtrate? For anſwer 


io this, take another ſimilitude; An ambaſſador is ſent from 
one State to another upon theſe terms: You ſhall in your 
negociations carry yourſelf uprightly, according to the 


inſtructions given you. The prince to whom he is ſent 
comes to propone to the ambaſſador, that he ſhall acknow- 


ledge an eccleſiaſtic officer unknown to him; The ambaſſa» 


dor anſwers, With your liberty, I mult firſt adviſe with my 
inſtructions, and having done fo, he ſays, I cannot find 


ſuch an office in all my inſtructions; I find in the 205 
of Matthenv, that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe domi: 


nian, but it muſt not be ſo among church: officers, and 


therefore I dare not go beyond that. To kings and princes 
we ſhall give their due, and we acknowledge they have a 


power to rule about eccleſiaſtical things, but then it is not 


a ſpiritual power; for ſack a power is only competent to 
Jesvs Cnaisr. Would any prince take it well if another 
Aould ſay to him, Ye have ſuch and ſuch officers in your 


. F 
Houſe, but I will have certain . ? Or, would the 
maſter of a private family take it well, if another ſhould 
"Io come and appoint him ſervants? Some think ſuch an officer 
2 ſtrengthening of the civil powers greatly, but truly do- 
5 minion in church · men hath been the greateſt enemy that ever 
civil powers had; and if ye will go upon theſe terms, ye 
cannot avoid a pope. But you will perhaps ſay, May not 
miniſters be ſilent? What need have they to endanger their 
miniſtry, their family, and every thing elſe, by ſpeaking 
things that they had better forbear ? Can they not hold 
themſelves ſatisſied with preaching faith and repentance? 
In fo far, my friends, you ſay well; Faith and Repentance 
1 are very comprehenſive duties; and I confeſs I never de- 
1 lighted to hear a man, the moſt part of whoſe preaching is 
: what they call, on the public, and meddling with State- 
matters: But there are times and ſeaſons wherein a man's 
filence may bring a curſe upon his head; As ſuppoſe there 
is a beſieged city, and a watchman with a guard ſet at the 
Weſt · port, with a commiſſion to ſound the trumpet whenever 
he ſees any danger; according as it is in Nehemiah iv. and 
n the iii. and xxxiii. chapters of Ezetiel. Well, he ſeeth 
the enemy coming on; but, inſtead of holding by his in- 
ſtructions, he marches all his force to the Eaſt- port, which 
is the far ſtronger, and where there is no imminent danger; 
chere he ſtands where there is none to oppoſe him, and in 
the mean time, the ſtation he was placed in, is de ſerted, 
and the enemy comes in as a flood: Juſt ſo is it with the 
man who will preach only againſt popery, and meddle with 
no other controverſies; and it may be if popery come along, 
as indeed we have reaſon to believe it will be the next trial, 
then he will preach you good moral doctrine. Now, Can 
the man who believes ſo, be accounted Faithful? or can he 
look for a glad ſight of Jesvs CnRISs＋ on his death- bed! 
When his Maſter ſhall ſay, Ha Sir, I know you well 
enough, ye did ſpeak indeed but never in a miſter; ye did 
ſpeak, as they uſe to ſay, when none ſpeired at you, ye 
were ſtout then; but when my cauſe came in hand, and 
when ye ought to have borne up my banner, ye would not; 
Therefore get you gone,” And having ſo faid, he cloſed 
with prayer. Fg 
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w HAT r befel Mr. 19 4 Pe this, is | cant by 
himſelf. It was intended to have given a copy of his 
examination before the Privy-council, and of his letters to 
his pariſhioners; but theſe are already in print: and what 
hath diſpoſed us the rather to omit theſe, is, to make way 
for the memorable characters given by Mr. Living/ton of 
de eminent miniſters and profeſſors of his time; which came 
ir to hand after propoſing the other. And therefore it ſhall 
g WW only be further obſerved here, That this eminent miniſter 
d died at Rotterdam, Auguſt gth, 1672. Some of his laſt 
2? Wl words were, Carry my commendations to JE sus CHRIST, 
e ill 1 come there myſelf.” After a pauſe, he added, © I die 
In the faith That the truths of God which he hath helped 
is WW the Church of Scotland to own, ſhall be owned by him 
-I ss truths, ſo long as fun and moon endure : and that 
's MW independency, though there be good men and well-meaning 
e profeſſors of that way, will be found more to the prejudice 
e of the work of God than many are aware of, for they 
xr Mcraniſh into vain opinions. I have had my own fauks as 
d Mother men, but he made me always abhor ſhows. I have I 
h Mknow given offence to many, through my ſlackneſs and 
- {negligence , but I forgive and deſire to be forgiven. I 
7 7 ſay much of great ſervices, yet if ever my heart was 
lifted up, it was in preaching In sus Chxis r.“ After a 
pauſe, for he was not able to ſpeak much at a time, he 
2 « I would not have people to forecaſt the worſt, but 
there is a dark cloud above the Reformed churches, which 
prognoſticates a ſtorm coming.” His wife fearing what ſhortly. 
followed, deſired him to take leave. of his friends; I dare 
not,” replied he, with an affectionate tenderneſs, '« but it * 
ke our parting will only be for a ſhort time,” And chen he 
ſlept in the Lord. | 

Them that ſleep in Tefur will Cod TEL with him. 
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